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TO THE 

LADIES 



O F 



Great-Britain and Ireland. 



jf TER having deliberated for 
a long time qpon the choice 
-of a patronefs^ fo many of your 
{ex obcuiired to me equally diftinguini* 
•«d l^ their brilliant charms, and their 
'iliiniog virtues, tliat I was as much at 
ii'lofs whidh to.give the preference to, 
as Paris was to decide concerning the 
fuperiority of beauty, when Juno, Mi- 
a ncrva, 
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nerva, and Venus; at once claimed 
• the golden apple. Paris, however, at 
laft declared in favour of Venus, and 
owned, that all the charms of beauty- 
were concenter'd in thegoddefsof love; 
but, when I looked out for a patro- 
nefs, I found myfelf in much greater 
perplexity, than the renowned fhep- 
herd of Ida ; every fair-one of Great- 
Britain appeared to me a Venus, and 
fo much was I dazzled with their 
beauty> that I could not help think- 
ing that every one I faw had bor- 
rowed Venus's girdle in her turn. I 
therefore refblved to avail myfelf of the 
idea of a painter of anticnt Greece; 
and, as he drew his Venus from 
different beauties all equal in charms, 
I dedicate my prefent work to the 
Britifh fair in general, and hope, that 
their patronage will abundantly fupply 
the place of that of the fabled god- 

- dcfs of foftdcfircs. 

The 
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- The wdrk I fakfe thelibcrty *to 'dc- 
clicafe to yoti, ttints Tiipcto a fobjcd 
moft iif^Hly interefting tb yotfrfex; it 
tttfins xipoh marriage J '6f Xvhidh, -one 
-df ^Tie*«hoft aiiiiaWtc^of our poets juiftly 
(dbferviis, That 

^Tis -aH flife colour of fucceeding life. 

pRrlOfe. 

"Po whom coul^ 1 "more properly 

addrefs a treatifeupohfiich a fubjedl, 
thsttito 'you, ^o *huve made weti-^- 

loiek^iWte 
Where love is liberty and nature Uw. - 

tiiST 'tKe1)rute philorophei-, whole 
tiofbm hever "felt, the i'fteftable joy cff 
loving, or beingloved, treat you as 
the tyrants of out liberty, aJl who are 
jjpt infehfiblc ta the charms of beauty. 
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and the attradions of politenefs, and 
the dignity of true virtue, will ac- 
knowledge, that woman is the utmoft 
perfedion of created beings, that fhc 
wa$ formed to temper man, and that 
without her, the human race had ne- 
ver emerged from the rude and favage 
ftate of fimple nature. By woman- 
kind the manners of men have been 
poliflied, and every ornamental im- 
provement of life has been owing to 
the defire of pleafing them. Their 
influence has been always greatefl in 
countries moil diftinguifhed for ele- 
gance and refinement of taile^ 

Ik yithens, the mother of arts and 
fcienees, tjie renowned philofopher 
Socrates thought a woman capable of 
forming his elocution. In the fame 
city, Sappho, in Lyric . poetry, fur- 
pafled aU hpr contemporaries. 

In 
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In France, which is univerfally al- 
lowed to be the moft polite country in 
iEurope, the ladies bear an uncon- 
troled . fway ; their tafte is confulted 
in every thing ; the higheft ambition 
of the men is to pleafc them, it is from 
their approbation alone, that the author 
hopes for luccefs ; the public tafte is 
formed upon their's ; and this is un- 
doubtedly the reafon that France is 
fuperior to the reft of Europe in ele- 
gance. 

If the Afiaticks are plunged in bar* 
bariim and ignorance, it is, iii all pro^ 
bability, owing to that tyranny which 
they unjuftly cxercife over the beauti- 
ful part of the creation. In coun- 
tries where minibers of women are en 
ilaved tothe caprice of a fingle man,, it 
is ho wonder the manners of n^en 
ihould be rude and unpoliihed. * ! 

Women 



' WoME^ elofte ^cdn ibften the na- 
Wal roqghne&ef theotker fex; .man 
will alvp^ys fetaia his rtidc and &- 
*iage diipofitioh> ^tfllfdftenedby an 4n- 
teifcoiiiie l^tS^.thoie whofe co^ fub- 
mtilicm land tnedefl |)ride 'lutve power 
to Aibdac his^ fcrdcily. From -fuch 
ditsnetan-iie^eam theArirtties of hu- 
fnanity, hy dseir jfirccepts alone,. ceM 
lie ihopeito .axrquii^e :polittnc& r :]pye* 
cnpt^ winah \;tfHl slvrajns )be txkovc 
Hftened to than the dry ledlurcs of 
philofophers, and which muft ever 
lpvireirflQi)r^ififlaoiMe>lbe^AdSfti^ 
^c^ft ithcy l^e ihefjffed^^fetvtfee 
ttttdher^^r^Be;; 

- i^^ it genmfl%iall0\'Msd^ that Utt 

ill l»8»ty;4 ^«4 >as^riii^ oiiitettb »t«+ 
itetorbe^ty^ nrfrtoo, and^tbeiintcrmil 

btaaties 
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beauties of. the mind) we muff ac- 
knowledge^ that 

All but adoratiojp is their due. 

As they furpafs the women of other 
countries in virtue and beauty, they 
are likewife indulged in liberties which 
foreigners can hardly give credit to. . 

It is a proverb in France and Spain, 
that if there was a bridge made from 
the continent toEngland,all thcwomen 
in Europe would flock thither. Certain 
it is, ladies, that you enjoy privileges 
•in this country equal to thofe of the la- 
dies of Paris. But, though your li- 
berty is equal to their's, you do not 
like them extend it to licentiouf- 
nefs : every married lady In France 
keeps a gallant; this is acuftom ob-^ 

fervcjd 
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fcrvcd hy iheixiy from the €OU»D^fs^ 
down to tbemarchandedc mo3e^ 

But you, my dear countfywomen, 
have Ihewn, by the general tenor of 
your condudl, that you look upon this 
as a cuftom more honoured in the* 
brereh than the obferyance. Your 
fpoufes have fo juft a confidence in 
your virtue,^ that they leave you en- 
tirely to your own difcretion. 

The Spaniards and llalians are fd 
diffident of their wives. fidelity, that 
they employ innumerable artifices to 
Jfecure >themfelves from what 4:he huf- 
band of an Ei^gliih lady ia never iir. 
danger -of.; 

r^fliould exceed the limits of a de- 
dication, were I t04iefcend into aU the 
fliining qualities which you are en- 
dowed 



4owed with* I fhall ^therefore con- 
clude my addrefs with thoie empha^ 
tical words of a celebrated poet : 



Convinced by reafon vre your power confefs, 
^leas'd to^c happy as you're plcas'd to blefs. 
And conicious of your worthy can never love 
you Ids. 



l'o«} 



I have ^e honour of fubfcribiog 
mjfelf. Ladies^ 

Your moft obedient^ 

devoted humble fervant^ 

UXORIUS. 
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THE 

Marriage Ceremonies 

O P 

ALL NATION S. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Regulations of //^ Jews^ idith regard 
to Marriage. 

X)J(#)J(30 Jew can difpenfe with Mar- 

^ N ^ riage; and the time affigned 

^ )J^ for entering into that ftate by 

k)j(*)8(jM( the Rabbi'% is the age o£ 

-'ii^teen : a man that lives (ingle till twen- 

;;.tjr. is looked upon as a profligate. This 

B inftitution 
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inftitution is grounded upon God*s com- 
mand to our firft parents, " Be fruitful, 
*' and multiply, and replenilh the earth :** 
which is not thought to be fulfilled till 
they have a fon and a daughter. Plurality 
t)f wives^ though allowed in Scripture, is 
admitted only by the Oriental Jews : the 
Germans utterly rejeft it ; nor is it praftifed 
by the Jews of Italy, except in one parti- 
cular cafe i namely, when after many years 
marriage they have had no children by 
their firft wife. It is lawful for them to 
marry their ncices and firft coufins, but a 
nephew is not allowed to marry his aunt. 
Fot the other degrees prohibited, fee Le- 
ritict^, chap. i8. A woman that has had 
feveral huft>and3 is ftiled a HuftDand-fciller, 
and therefore many Jews decline an engage- 
ment wift\ hen A widow is' obliged to 
wait ninety days after her huft^and's death 
before {ht can marty again, as is a woman 
divorced after her fcparatibn, that it may 
appear evidendy whether the child belongs* 
to her firft hulband. When a man dies 

and 
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»nd leaves an infant behind him, the wi- 
dow is obliged to remain unmarried for two 
years. This regulation was made with a 
view of providing for the education of the 
iirphan. 




B 2 CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Of Betrotbtngs and Marriages. 

AJewifhbride and bridegroom are fome- 
times betrothed a year, fometimes two 
years, before marriage, during which time 
the bridegroom vifits his bride, but with- 
out having any farther cofeimerce with her. 
It is cuftomary in fome countries for the 
bridegroom to give a ring to his bride, but 
this praftice is not general. Maids are 
married on a Wednefday or Friday, wi- 
ndows on a Thurfday. The bride bathes 
..on the firft night, if Ihe be in a proper con- 
dition •, if fhe is not, all commerce with her 
is unlawful till fhe can bathe. 

The marriage ceremony is celebrated in 
die following manner : 

The betrothed couple meet in a room un- 
der a canopy with mufic, and frequently 

with 
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withr children who fmg round them with 
torches in their hands. When all thofe of 
- the fynagogue are. met, they put a taled^ 
or fquare veil, upon the heads of the youngs 
couple. This ceremony being over, one 
©f the priefthood, or one of the neareft re- 
lations, takes a chalice filled with wine 
and, after having.blefled God for creating 
mankind and infStuting marriage, he p/e- 
fents the chalice to the bride and bride^ 
groom. After this the bridegroom puts a 
ring upon his bride's finger in the prefehce 
of two witnefTeSy. and fays. Thou art my 
wife according to the rites of Mofes and 
Ifrael : after wliich the inftrument is read 
in which the portion brought by the bride 
and the hufband's oblig^ion to a jointure^. 
are particularly fpecified^ A duplicate of 
this inftrument is given to the wife's rela- 
tions. Then another cup- of . wine is 
brought, and after thefeventh benediftion 
the bride and bridegroom drink again, and 
the reft o( the wine is fpilt upon the ground^ 
in token of merriment. The bridegroom- 
then breaks ike empty veflel j the intent- 
B 3 of 
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of which ceremony is to remind them of 
Death, to whofe power frail mortals muft 
yield fooner or later* This being over, all 
prefent cry out Mazal 3*ou^ May it turm 
put happily ; and io the ceremony ends* 
In the evenjing they give an entertainment 
tp their relations and friends. This con^ 
eludes with a repetition of the feven bene- 
dictions above-mentioned. In fome places 
every gueft makes a prefent of a piece oi 
plate to the bride. The bride is not put to 
bed 19 her hufband till after ihe has bathed, 
and if ihe be a virgin, the man is obliged 
U) leave the bed as foon as ever the cere^ 
mony is over, and is not permitted to con- 
verfe with Hier till fhc has bathed a fecond 
time. The enfuing fabbath the bridegroom 
and his bride go to the fynagogue together 
in the niornirig : the leifi)ns of the Pen-» 
tateuch the hulband is defired to read, 
and it is cuftomary for him to give confi- 
dcrabie alms to the poor. After prayers 
the n>enya73compafty the bri.^egrobm and 
the women the bride, and after many pro- 
feflions oi friendfliip they part. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the manner in which a woman obtmns a 
divorce^ and the punijhmenf infliSed an a man 
who debauches a maid. 

THE Jews often many their chil- 
dren, and thus they muft wait to z 
proper age before the inarriagc can be 
conflimmated. Hence^ wheh a girl un^ 
der ten years of age happens to marry a 
man whom fhe does not like, fhe is entitled 
to a divorce till fhe comes to be twelve 
years and a day old, which is the time 
when women are of age. She has only to 
fay, that ite will not have fuch a man: 
this fhe does before two wltnefTes, who 
let down her declaration in writing. She 
is then at liberty to fue out a divorce and 
jnarry whoever fhe thinks proper. A man 
who ravifhcs or debauches a girl is obliged 
to marry her, if the girl and her father 
B 4 content 
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confent to fuch an accommodation ; other- 
^itife ha is liable to be fined for his offence^ 

It is worth, notice that a^n^an married in. 
this njanner can in no cafe procure a, di- 
vorce.. 






CKAR 
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C H A p. IV. 

Of women in the time of thy^ impurity^ and of- 
their lyings in. 

AS foon as a woman perceive^ herfelfi 
unclean, (He is obliged to apprize 
her hufband of it, who declines all con>- 
merce with her till the obftacle be removed. 
He is not allowed to eat out of the fame difli 
with her, or even touch -any thing that be- 
longs to her. When this obftacle is removed, 
the wife changes her linen^ puts clean Iheets 
on her bed, and feven days after pair^ her 
nails ; then having walhed and combed 
herfelf flie goes to bathe. The bath muft 
be of rain-water, and at leaft three cubits 
high and one broad; In cafe there is no - 
bath to be had, Ihe muft bathe in a river 
or the fea ; and her bathing is not looked 
upon as compleat unlefs every part of her 
body is touched by the water. For this 
- ' B 5- reafon 



reafon another woman is appointed to take 
notice whether (he is covered all over with 
water. A woman in child-bed is in like 
manner feparated from her hufband feven 
weeks when it is a boy, three months 
when a girl. A week before the term is 
expired, the woman goes through the cere- 
mony of bathing, as above defcribed, an<J 
tiben returns to her hv^and^ 






CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

Of Jedoufy and Dhorces. 

WHEN a hufband is jealous of his 
wife, he only forbids her to fee 
the man who gives occafion to his jcaloufy ; 
but if the woman is afterwards found with 
her gallant, and if they are catched in the 
faft, the hulband is then conftrained by 
the Rabbi's to divorce her, whether he will 
or no. The woman thus feparated has a 
right to marry whom Ihe will, except her 
feducer. 

As husbands are poffefled of a privi- 
ledge of divorcing their wives upon the 
leaft diflike, the Rabbi's, .with a view of 
preventing the abufe of this priviledge, 
have invented many previous formalities, 
which take up a confiderable time and are 
never difpenfed with. The Iwm of thcfe 
B 6 divorces. 



divorces, which is called Gbctt, is written 
bj^a-notary in the prefence of one or. t^o^ 
Rabbi's. There are feveral rnles of a fih- 
gilar kind to h^e obfenred with regard to 
the manner -, namely, that it muft be wrote- 
x^pon ruled, vellum, and comain> exaftly 
twelve lines and no more. It muft alfo be 
Writterf in fquare letters. Ir is likewife re* 
cjiiired'that the notary^ the Rabbi's and the 
■witnefles ftlould not be related either to the 
husband, the wife, or each other. 

The fubftanc^of the Ghett is-as fat 
lows: 

SuQH adayf mcmth^ yearaod^place, &c. 
T. A. B. do voluntarily divorce thee, aiK^ 
put thee away, and make thee free, thee, 
6. D. who haft heretofore been my wife i 
^md I do hereby permit thee to-marry whom- 
^ou pleafeft, tsf^w 

The form' being drawn up, the Rabbt 
fbundk Ac husband in order to know whether 
lS.4oes Jlus yplyntarily. It is contrived tha» 

tljiere. 
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there fhould be ten witneffes prefent at tBe- 
figjxing, befides the two who fubfcribe the 
inftt-ument, and two others to the date.'* 
After many trifling circumftances, too te- 
dious to be enjAmerated,. the^Rabbi lays an 
injunftion on the woman not to marry in- 
lefs than three months, left Ihe fltould be 
with child. It is left to the difcretion of 
tlfe parties divorced to marry again, butr 
It is not allowed them ever after to be alone 
together in any place. . 



•^* * * $,J^ 
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CHAP. VL 

Of the Hum and Caliza. 

WHEN a man dies childlefs, the 
widow is kft to his brother, who 
may marry her, or give her leave to marry 
another man. When the deceafed happens 
to leave feveral wives, his brother can dif- 
pofe of one only; and, where there are 
feveral brothers, any one of them may give 
the widow leave to m^ry again : the mar- 
rying fuch a widow is called Ibum ; which 
word fignifies to marry a fifter-in-law: 
the Rabbi's have ordered that thefe matches 
ftiould be attended with all the ufual cere- 
monies, and, after marriage, all the goods 
of the deceafed belong to his brother : in 
fine, fhe is then looked upon as his lawful 
wife. 

^Tis 
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•Ti« cuftomary among the modern Jews, 
efpecially thofe of Germany and Italy, not to 
marry thek brothers widows, but to fet 
them at liberty. This ceremony of giving 
a brother's wife leave to marry, is called 
Galiza, or loofing of the fhoe^ according to 
Deuteronomy, Chap. xxv. " Then Ihall hisr 
** brother's wife come unto him, in the 
** prefence of the elders, and loofe hisfhoe 
•* from his foot, and Ipit in his face/* 

The ceremony is performed in the f<A- 
lowing manner. A proper place having 
been fixed upon the evening before, by 
three Rabbi's, with two other witneflfes, 
they are attended the next day, after morn- 
ing prayers, by the congregation: the 
Rabbi and witncffes being fcatcd, fitmmon 
the widow ^a^d brother-in-law before them,, 
wha declare that they are come tx> be fet at 
fiberty. When the Rabbi, after a long 
examination, finds the man determined not 
to marry the widow, he afks him no more 
qucftions ^ whareupon the man pints on a 

large 



Btrge llioe, and the woman, led by one of 
the Rabbi's, repeats the feventh verfeof^ 
the fore -mentioned chapter, " My huf^ 
** band's brother refufeth tovraife up untor 
" his brother a name in Ifrael; he will not 
** perform the duty of my hufband'^ bro- 
" ther.** In anfwer to this, the brother 
repeats what follows in the fameverfc, "I 
^* like not to take her/' Thew the woman 
takes off the flioe, and, throwing it upon 
the ground, fpits in the man's face, faying^ 
in Hebrew, " So fhall it be done unto that 
'* man that will not build up his brother's 
" houfe; and his name' Ihall' be called in > 
^* Ifrael, the houfo of him that hath hislhoe 
" loofed.** She repeats thefe words three 
times, and, at each time, thofe- prefent an-^ 
fwer, " His fhoe is loofed." The Rabbi 
then declares that-lhc is at liberty to marry 
again, and gives her an adlof the fame, if 
flie requires it : but as, without fuch a dif- 
charge, the woman can neither have her 
portion nor marry again, fome men defer 
the.ceren)ony as long as they can, in order 

to i 



to extort money from their fifters-in-law ;. 
for which reafon fome fathers have obliged 
the hufband in his laft illnefs, to grant his 
wife a divorce, in order to get her out 
of the power of her brother-in-law^ 
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CHAP. VII. 

fl/Iarriage defined according to the church op 
Rome. 

MARRIAGE is defined by the church 
of Rome, to be a facrament, or- 
dained byChrift himfelf, to-eftablilhaholy 
alliance between the two iexe^ calculated 
for bringing up cluklfen in? his fear and 
love. This definition, however, feems to 
confine marriage to the Chriftian religion. 
Moft of thofe who enter into the married 
ftate, have carnal or felf-interefted views, 
very different from thofe afligned in the 
ritual of the Romifti church. It muft, 
indeed, be acknowledged that man was 
created with a carnal appetite, and that he 
who endeavours to propagate his kind, 
ha$ the gratification of this paflion chiefly 
Ui view : but furely no one will pretend to 

fay. 



(ay, that rfiis pleafure is prohibited, when 
it may be lawfully enjoyed. We fliall not 
at prefent take notice of thofe devout 
prayers which, according to our fpiritual 
teachers, fliould be offered up by all that: 
enter into the married ftatc : the idea which 
is generally formed of marriage is fo faV 
from having any thing grave or ferious in 
it, that there are few hut would think them-* 
ielves bantered, were they advifed previoufly 
to addreis the Divinity, and meditate fe« 
rioufly on the duties of the conjugal ftatci 

A rouNG man who is upcm the i>oint of 
marrying, has feldom any fuch devout 
thoughts i his mind is ehgroffed by things; 
of a very different nature. Before mar- 
riage, the parties generally make a red-- 
procal promife before their relations and 
friends, to take each other for man and 
wife; after this the marriage articles are- 
figned,- and, by virtue (rf fuch an engage- 
ment, the contra6ting parties might, with- 
out incurring any imputation, fhew each' 
other thofe marks of mutual tenderne& 

which 
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which are now looked upon as unlawfiiF 
till the ceremony is over j but the treachery 
of the men-, and the inconftancy of the wo*- 
men, has made ftronger ties neceflkry, 
even in Chriftian countries : 'tis this that 
has given rife to the marriage ceremonies 
which prevail in different parts of the 
world, a^ well a& to the pwblic and folemn 
engagements by which the parties are 
obliged to bind themfelves : and, as no* 
tbing has greater influence on the minds 
of men^than the fandlioa of divine author 
rity, it has been found neceffary to confe- 
crate marriage- by a religious, fymbolical^ 
and myfterlous form of words*. 

Ok account of the perfidioufnefs and ih^ 
conftaacy which we have taken notice of 
above, or perhaps of the difcovery which 
is fometimes made, after marriage of fome 
defefts which are not ib eafily difcovered 
before; it has been judged expedient to 
folemnize marriage as foon as the parties 
are betrothed; the contrary praftice being, 
altogether incompatible with the purity of 

the- 
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the Chriftian religion. *Tis, indeed, highly 
proper that perfons who are to pafs their 
lives together, fhould be thoroughly ac- 
quainted : but no one will pretend to fay 
that it is an eafy matter to withlland temp- 
tation, or to look upon it as a crime to 
have any commerce with the perfon to 
whom we have plighted our troth : add to 
this, that, were long betrothings counte- 
nanced by the laws, people would very pro- 
bably be indiiced to ftop there ; fo that they 
would, perhaps, in time introduce the 
cuftom of taking one another upon trial. 
However, as this change of condition muft 
be allowed t6*"Bfe of the laft importance, 
thofc who are preparing for it fhould re- 
folve beforehand to bear with each other's 
failings, and live in as perfeft harmony as if 
they were free from all defefts. The ritual 
contains many other admonitions and in- 
ftruftions how to make a Chriftian ufe of 
marriage. On the wedding-day, the par- 
ties Ihould meditate upon the ftate into 
which they are going to enter, and pray 
to God to prefcrve their chaftity in thofe 

mo- 
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moments, when the flefh is generally found 
an over-match for the fpirit, even in the 
moft pious and godly. They are warned 
to beware of drefs, vanity, and fenfuality: 
but this is a warning that very few are the 
fetter for. And 'tis not young peribns 
alone who are fond of the gay and volup- 
tuous days that precede marriage, but even 
the old themfelves take delight in thit 
which renews the idea of paft pleafures in 
their minds ; when they behold that 
gaiety and mirth which accompanies the 
tinion of their defcendants, they recal the 
remembrance of their youthful days, and 
the verfcs of Martial may be juftly applied 
Xo them, 

Ampliat ^tatis fpatitan/ibi vir bonus^ hoc eji 
'Vivere bis vita poffe priore frui. 

Mart. 

Xife*s period is prolonged by virtuous men, 
Whilft thus paft pleafures they enjoy again. 

Add 
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Add to this, that as old men are generally 
follicitous for refped, they muft be highly 
js^ratifibd at feeing thofe who are fo nearly 
related to them, make fo bright an ap- 
pearance. *Tis thus that decrepid old age 
finds its account in indulging the vanity of 
youth. Religion^ indeed, enjoins that the 
bride and bride-groom fhould walk to- 
gether to church, and that Humility and 
Modefty. ihould be at once confpicuous in 
their air : but cuftom, and the praftice of 
the world, teach the contrary. In com- 
pliance with the laudable diftates of thefe 
excellent matters, they walk in pomp, at- 
tended with a crowd of bridemen, bride'> 
maids, &c. and no pains or cofts are ipared 
to make them fuqpafs every thing they 
meet in fplendor. Religion itfclf is made 
.fubfervlent to often tation, and the parties 
prefcnt themfelves before the prieft with a 
view of exhibiting pomp and magnificence. 

Our fpirltual guides have determined 
that the remainder of the wedding-day 
Ihould be paflcd with modefty j and that 
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«11 fort of riot and excefs fliould be ba- 
nifhed from fo folemn an occafion : but, 
alas! Experience has 'convinced us that 
Modefly and Sobriety are incompatible with 
Mirth and Jollity : Luxury muft prevail^ 
from the benediftion till the new-named 
couple is bedded: and this cuftom has fo 
long a prefcription in its favour, that it 
would be a vain attempt to recommend a 
more decent or regular behaviour. 

'Tis ordered by the rituals, that mar-^ 
riages fheuld be folemnixed on work-days^ 
and that a prieft fhould be always prefent 
at the ceremony. Banns muft be pub- 
lifhed thrice before marriage -, oft three 
•Sundays, or holidays, fucceflively, at the 
parochial mafs. 'Tis alfo required that 
they fliould be publiflied in thofe places 
where the parties have lived a long time ; 
if the man and woman refide in different 
diocefes, the banns muft be publiflied in 
both at the fame time. 

Tmjssi 
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These banns are calculated to'difcover 
>¥hether the perfons may lawfully marry; 
and this feems to be the proper place to 
enumerate the impediments with regard to 
that ftate. Thefe are fourteen in number. 
The firft impediment is called Error ; as 
for example, when a man is fo far im~ 
pofed upon as to marry a different; perfon 
from her he intended. The fecond is 
called Conditio: this is when a peifon 
thinks he marries one of a rank equal to 
his own, and it afterwards appears that 
fuch perfon is of a low and defpicable con- 
dition. The third is called Votum, and 
means a folemn vow of chaftity made in 
any religious ordef ; this is looked upon as 
an obftacle, becaufe the perfon who has 
made fuch a vow contrads a fpiritual mar- 
riage with God. The fourth impediment 
is Cognatio; the degrees of which *tis 
unneceffary to fet down here. The fifth 
impediment is called Crimen : 'thus homi* 
cide, adultery, and other crimes, are looked 
upon as impediments to marriage. The 
6th is called Cultus difparitas : in fome cafes 
C a 
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^ difference in religion is an obftacle : 'th 
notlawjful for an tinbaptized perfon to ton- 
traft a miarriage with one that has been bap- 
tized ; but the marriage of z Roman Ca- 
tTiolick with a Heretick, is admitted as 
valid. The fefventh impediment is Visi 
all vidence renders a marriage void ; fuoh 
as running awaf with a woman/ftealing a 
woman,' &c. The- eighth impediment is 
Ordo : this excludes thofe who have taken 
orders from the married ftate. The ninth 
impedimen^t is called JLigamen: this for- 
bidsf^a perfon who* is already named^ to 
marry another. The tenth is called Af- 
finitas: this is when a. perfon j betrothed to 
another, happens to die, cr enters into a 
religionsjorder before, the conJtimroation of 
the marriage; ^ Jin:.which cafe the: furmor, 

■ ctf^^he^'perfon wliohas not embraced a re- 
ligious iife^ us noft allowed to marry the 

' Mother or filter of the other perfon. The 
eleventh impedimfent islmpotency ^ and this 

' is loolced upon as one <rf the moft capital, 
inafmuchas it drfeats the very end of mar- 
fiage. This impediment, which excludes 

the 
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^the impotent, Ihould, *cis apprehended, 
exclude the old and d«repid. 

The Romans had formerly a law^ by 
^hich all perfons upwards of fixty, were 
forbid to marry: thlfe law does not feem 
unwortl^ of the fefious Confideration of 
modern le^flators: However, though the 
old might^be allowed to marry, a regula- 
tion fhould be made that they fhould not 
marry with young perfons : there :feemS; to 
be fomething as cruel in coupling a woman 
in blooming yovrth, with a naan finking 
under the infirmities of age, as in that bar- 
barity of the tyrant Mezentius, who,, as 
Virgil tells us, caufed living bodies to be 
fi^ened to dead carcaiffes; 

. Mortua quin etiam jungehat corpora vivis^ 
Supplidi genus! -SIneidJ 

Sometimes, indeed, it happens that the 
man and woman are not made for each 
other, becaufe Nature has thought proper 
to be fometimcs. over-liberal, and fome- 
C 2 times 
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times over-fparing. The popes have de- 
clared that, in this cafe, both parties arc at 
liberty to feek for better fortune, in a fe- 
cond marriage. 

The Romifh ritual has provided a re- 
medy for the impotcncy caufed by fafci- 
nation, It direfts that recourfe (hould be 
had to prayer and confefTion, in order to 
diflblve the charm of the wicked fpirit: 
nay, public prayers are frequently read in 
churches, and exorcifms ufed for thofe that 
think they labour under this fafcination. 

This forcery, which has a virtue fuf- , 
ficient to prevent the confummation ot 
marri^e, is faid to be performed by very 
extraordinary means. I ftiall here give the 
reader one -of thefe magical procefles for 
his amufement. 

Take a wolf*s pizzle, and the fkin of 
a dog or cat-, dye it of two or three co- 
lours; knot it three or nine times-, fpit 
thrice on the duft, or in a cap, and nautter 

over 
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over fome barbarous and Unintelligible 
words, whilft the prieft is pronouncing the 
bcnediftion. Againfl: fuch abufes has the 
church of Rome, in its great wifdom^ 
thought proper to provide exorcifms. 

There was formerly a cuftom in France 
called le CtmgreSy by which the perfon 
charged with impotency, was obliged to 
exhibit public proofs of his procreative 
faculty before a fpiritual or fecular court, 
and iereral lurgeons and matrons; but 
Mon£ fioileau having ridiculed it in his 
&tire agunft man, it was aboliihed in 1 677^ 
after having been obferved for near a hun- 
dred and twenty years. In fhort, the ri- 
tuals reprefent the duties of marriage as in- 
difpenfable. However, they make fome 
exceptions ; among which are thofe which 
the folemnities of religion require. Thus 
the prieft is dircfted by the Romifli mafs- 
book, to recommend to thofe he marries, 
to be chafte in the feafons of prayer, in the 
days of fafting, and on folemn days. 

C 3 "Xvc^. 
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The rituals,; moreover, give iis to uitk 
derftand, that copulation is fiiiful when a 
. woman is with child, or when botli parties 
are incapable pf getting children.. Beafts 
who ari^ guided .by inftind alone, x)bfcffve 
thefe rules, fo often negledted by mankind ; 
which bcing'oncc urged ^to a famous Qjipea 
by heir confeflbrf. fhe boldly anfwered, that 
beafts a£kcd in that manner becaufe they 
vrere beafts. 

:-• The remaining knpediments 'tre the 
tvant of *a fefficifent number off witnefles,* 
th€i ^ ^wfittmn^s. having i beea .i^uar^arway: 

-: / ■ . ' .' -i: yv { ;-r ; -:> 
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C HA p. VIIL 
Marriage Ceremonies, 

IT is farther required by the rituals, that 
th# perfons united by marViage fliould 
be fufficiently inftrufted in the Chriftian 
do&fine \ tkac they fhould know the nature 
(»f the faerameHt of ' marriage, its ends, 
ita obligations ;> ftnd* that :tbey fhoyld 
confofe^: and^ receive the: facramcnt be- 
fore they join themfelves together for ever. 
The prieft i^ enjoined to pray to God that 
the married eouple may acquit themfelves 
with holinefs, of the duties of wedlock -, 
and *iis direAed that he ihould be cloathed 
in his moft pompous veftments at the ce- 
lebration of the marriage. The prieft, in 
his way to the altar, is preceded by one or 
two clerks in their furplices ; thefe carry 
the holy water-pot, the fprinkler, the ritual, » 
C 4. and 
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and a little bafon to put thering in, in order 
to blcfs it. 

The prieft, after having pronounced the 
prayer for the couple, advances towards 
them on the laft ftpp of the altar, the man 
ftanding aU the whik at the woman's right 
hand : behind them Hand the relations and 
witnefles. The unmeaning formality of 
afking the couple their names, is. always, 
obferved by the prieft, though he cannot 
be ignorant of them, fince he hears them 
in the publication of the banns^ and, at the 
fame time receives a certificate thereof fix>m: 
the couple that he is to marry, Hfe thenr 
addrefles the man in the language of the 
country, and a(ks him whether he will have 
fuch a one for his wife : he afks the woman 
in like manner, \v:h!ether (he will have fuch 
a one for her hulband. Without this mu- 
tual confent the marriage would not be- 
valid. When this confent has been given, 
the prieft, who was before covered, un- 
covers himfelf, takes the couple by thc^ 
hand, and,^ making th.cm Join hands, fays. 
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ig^ juttgo vos in matrimmium^ 6?^. that is, 
I join you together in marriage, fc?r. At 
the fame time he makes the fign of the crofs 
towards them^ and fprinkles them with holy 
water. This being done, he blefles the 
wedding-ring, and fprinkles it with holy 
water, in the form of a crofs -, he then gives 
it to the man, who puts it on the wedding- 
finger of the woman's left hand. This 
ring is looked upon as a pledge of the 
chaftity and fidelity which the wife owes 
her hufband. After this the prieft pro* 
nounces fame prayers, and then addrefles 
an -exhortation to the married couple and 
the aflembly, which is followed by mafs. 

Whew the woman is a virgin, and has 
always had the reputation of being fuch, 
the benedi^on is given in the follovririg 
manner: 

Aft EH thte offertory, jtfee prieft goes to 

the foot of the altar, and the married couple 

make what oblation they think proper: 

the prieft repeats Ibme prayers, and the 

C 5 «x^- 



I 34 ] 
ceremony ends with an exhortation to the 
married couple, which turns upQn the du- 
ties of the naarricd ftatQ, the end of- mar- 
riagCj mutual love, i&c. after this he> 
^rinkles them with: holy water,. . . 

Till the young people have received 
the benedidtion of the church, it is not 
allowed them to-live under the fame roof,, 
or be ill company togethery except in the 
prefence of their parenjts: but, when^ they 
have oiice received/ it^,- they are at liberty 
toetyoy thofe pleafures .which are finful, 
whea not .authori^^d by the form^tiejs of 
thc^ehuroh.. •>:. 

i The nj^f ied^ couple muft a/lf the prieft's 
benedidlion of the marriagerb^d. , In giv- 
viag this bleffing t^e.|>rieft prays, that thofe 
who are to lie in this bed may increafe and 
multiply. The fandlification of the mar- 
riage-bed is -cQmpleated;by tte fprinkling 

of kolY Winter*,:: ; \y, .• . ■;•• -. ' . *.•: 
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The pretext of fprcery and incantation 
has been often ufed by hulbands who were 
impotent through fpme jutural defect, or 
hadexhaufted themfelves bydebauchery. A 
hufband muft be in a great, perplexity when 
he has recourfe to ,this evafion. A man 
Ihould be acquainted with his own powers. 
Thece are, howcrv^r, ,fome cafes in which 
he may be ignorant of them- However, 
this pret(?ndcd forcery is generally no more 
than ^ want.of fpiritSj.a defeftof natural 
Ijeat;-. . . 

Tnrs fuperftition prevailed in England 
in the reign of James the Firft •, as we find 
that.theEarlof £flex afcribedhis illfuccefs 
with the Countels, to forcery and witch- 
craft^.,. In Roman-catholick .countries the 
prayers of the church have bjcen thought 
neceflary upon fuch 'melancholy occafions. 
The formalities which arc. then obferved 
are as fpUow-:. 

The prieft begins by exl]#rting the 

married.cpuplc to put their whole truft in 

C 6 God.. 
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God. He recommends to them to con^ 
tinue in prayer till the day appointed for 
performing the ceremony : this being come, 
he is to celebrate a mafe in their prefence, 
at which they are to fall upon their knees : 
he theii repeats the prayers a^d pfelms. 

In thefe prayers he exclaims againft the 
Devil, the author of witchcraft and forcery ; 
and befeeches Heaven to reftore the facul- 
ties of the married pair. He then^ lays his 
hand on the woman's head, and prays that 
Ihe may be fruitful. The whole concludes. 
with the fprinkling of holy water. 

It may not be improper, in^ this place,, 
to make fome remarks on the conformity 
between the praftices of the antients and 
modems in what relates to marriage^ 

'Tis almoft umieceffary to mention the 

portion, the cuftom of which is of great 

j antiquity, and has obtained amongft the 

moft barUlrous nations. It has been ob- 

ferved by one of the antient Greek poets, 

that 
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that the giving a fortune with a: woman h 
beftowing her money to purchafe a mafter- 
with. Many of the fathers feem to be of 
the lame . opinion. St. Ambrofe declares, 
that a woman who marries fells herfelf for 
a Have; nay, he goes fo far as to aflert 
that the condition of a flave is preferable 
to that of a wife. However, verjr few 
young girls could be prevailed upon to live 
unmarried by fuch confiderations. 

Solon, the renowned legiflator of A- 
thens, made a law that a woman's whole 
fortune fliould confift in three fuits of" 
cloaths, and a few houftiold utenfils, with- 
. a view of preventing matrimony from be- 
coming a bargain. Such a cuftom as this* 
would never be received in thofe countries- 
where a wife often makes a man's fortune,, 
who is feldom follicitous about her merij:,, 
provided (he has money enough. 

A PRACTICE of a very extraordinary^ 
nature with regard to marriage, prevailed 
amongft the Lacedemonians,, who lodced 
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upon that inftitufion as of fo high an im- 
portance to foci^ty, that they allowed. their 
women ta beat publickly all the old 
batchelors onqe ,^ year : and yet this very 
people allowed of two cuftoms, whofe ten- 
dency was, by no ;neans, to promote inar- 
riage* They allowed proftitutes and.con- 
cvibines to a6l in thofe domeftic employ- 
ments which, are now. given to chamber- 
maids. 

Tjr! EjChriftian religion ,doe? nqt tolerate- 
llich praftices j. and fiich hiifbands as have 
any cqinmerce wjfh other tvomen. than their 
wives, violate the effential.duties of mar- 
riagc. , The, jypman's afking her parents 
confent, the contract of marriage,, and be- 
trothing, were i^auch the ilme in antient 
tincxes that ^hey are notiy, They.ufed a 
ring, in iparri^ge as.:\}rell as jt;bTe moderns; 
this was C2u\e(^Amt4lui;^^^ubus.rl^^ 
euftomary for the bridemen and maids to 
accpmpany. the,. bride ^d ,h,r^egro9m, in 
prder tp g^g-rd tbpn^ ^affiftjthpm.w^ their 
fadviofi, aod fvipei;i^teijd. tte osirempnies. 
' ''^ The 



The-* betrothing ,was r generally; » fpenj: jf^^ 
fcafts and pierriment. , They ufccl tt>yifiv 
Gompliment, and congratulate -, tHe wed- 
^& ^pc|^, up three , days together, ^hen^ 
thd?bri4ei) the. bjridegrooni^ and the ,y<p.ung 
people that.wece at it j made the moft fplen- 
did: ^ppearamie they could, and were ge- 
nerally decked with jewels. The bride 
was crowned ar^d carried in great ppmp to, 
her hufband's houfej, where . the marriage 
bqd, adprned with flpwers, was. ready to 
receive h^r : here the fronub^^ a, company 
pf niatron^, put her tp bed : thefe matrons 
>yere geiieraily about threefcore years of 
^ge,. and having a thorough experience of 
wedlock, thought it, their duty to inftru(5t: 
riie bride. 

•'• ■ :".r ■.'•: r- . V- !;'f - > 

*Tis (Worthy of remark, that fomethihg- 

like, the. antient cuftom of ftrcwing the 

,threlhold of a new-miapried couple with 

flowers and greens, is at this day praftifed 

ill Holland. Among the Feftoons and Fo- 

Kagg^ the.,Uwcl was, always moft'confpi- 

~ , cuouLs: 
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cuous : this denoted, no doubt, that the 
wedding-day is a day of triumph. 

Amongst ChrHlians, the nuptial cere^ 
monies vary, according to the countries, 
and even provinces rf a country. In many 
parts of France, for example, the bride- 
groom goes, attended with his friends and 
relations, to the bride's houfe, and carries 
her from thence to church with great cere- 
mony : he walks between his two neareft 
relations, and the bridemen follow: the 
.bride is condufted with equal cereitiony : 
ihe is drefled according to her quality, 
crowned with flowers, and followed by the 
bride-^aids, crowned alfo. 

We are told by Gaiac, an Italian author, 
that, in his country, the bride and bride- 
groom are married in churchy without the 
fcaft ceremony. But courtfliips in France 
are of a pretty long duration ; the. French 
ckufe to be acquainted with a woman be- 
fore they fet their afFedtions upon her; or 
perhaps this may be only a pretext to con- 
ceal 
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ceal their dcfirc of being lovers for a 
long time. 

But the Italians do not approve of thus 
protraftingpreliminaries : at Venice matches 
are concluded between perfons that have 
never feen or fpokc to each other : in that 
city, indeed, people marry merely upon in- 
tcrciled views ; Love, iSfteem, and affec- 
tion beii^ entirely out of the queftion i 
money, or the greatnefs of a family, arc the 
only things taken into confideration. 

The gallantry that precedes marriage 
has Ibmething r^^arkable in it among the 
Venetians. When ^'^tj^hgs are adjufted 
between the parties^tt^ gallant mud walk 
every evening at ftated hours before hia 
miftref&*si windows. When the bride- 
groom makes avifit to his bride, he i» 
obliged to carry her the pea4 necklace^ 
which he is to make her a iwefent of. The 
firft interview of perfons who had never 
feen each other before, muft have fomething 
very extraordijiary in itj and this is a na- 
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turai Gonfequfcnce of the retired life which, 
women lead in that country. Thefe ex- 
travagant and perplexing regulations have 
given rife to that concubinage fo frequent 
at Venice -, and this cuftom ha,s prevailed 
to fuch a degree there, that 'tis very com- 
mon to fee wonien live upon very good 
terms with their rivals. Nay, more, their 
concubinage often becomefs a fort of clan- 
deftine marriage, the ceremony whereof is 
not performed till a long time after con- 
fummadon; and this is often deferred till, 
a few days or hours ^ before the death of 
one of the parties^ 

\ It may, pef^a|)St idppcar fomewhat ex- 
twaordinary thatsifliothers often procured 
raiftreffes for their fons -, but *ti$ probable 
that the Venetian naatrons do this from the 
fome motive that influences thofe of Spain,,, 
•v^ho, when their fons ai'rive at the ^e of 
twelve or thirteen, get codcubines for them' 
in order to preferve them from the venereal 
difeafe, which would be the fure confe- 
qijcnQe of wenching at random, 'Tis ap- 

L prehendcdj. 
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prehended, however, that the coridu6!' 
neither of the Venetian nor Spanifh matrons-' 
will appear as fingular as that of the Em- 
prefs Livia, who' carried her complaifance 
for her hulband Auguftusi fofar, ais to turn: 
procurefs for him. 

With regard to love and nrnrriage, the 
Spaniards differ greartly from the French/ 
and other European nations: in fidelitjr 
and fecrecy they are not to be equalled : 
they never mention their miftrefles but 
with fo profound a relpeft, that one would 
^hink they were their fovereigns. Thele 
miftreffes, howeverv are of a very different 
nature from th^fjpi^^lffitfjffs, who feldom 
occafion any domeH^j^J^roils. A hufband 
has often a wife, a miftrefs, and a concu- 
bine : all this is tolerated, and does not oc- 
cafion any manner of difturbance in fa- 
milies. 

Lastly, to be fomewhat more particular 
with regard to their marriages. When a. 
young girl has fuced hier choice, Ihe is 
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allowed to marry, though againft her fa- 
ther's confcnt; in which 'cafe (he applies 
to the parifh prieft, who takes her from 
her father's houfe, and puts her into a 
convent: after ihe has paflfed fome time 
there, he obliges her parents to marry her, 
in cafe her refolution holds. We (hall, in 
the fequel, meet witii fome more of their 
cufloms which are much more extraor*- 
dinary. 
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C H A R IX, 

Of the Marriage Ceremonies of the Peruvians. 

GARCiLASSO DE Vega givcs the fol- 
lowing account of the marriage of 
perfons related to the Incas : 

The King iflucd out orders that the mar- 
riageable young men and maids of his fa- 
mily that were in Cufco Ihould affemble at 
a dated time every year, or once in two 
years. This age was eighteen or twenty 
for the girls, and twenty-four for the young 
men. They were not allowed to marry 
younger, becaufe it was proper the parties 
fliould be of a fufficient age to govern their 
families. When the marriage was agreed 
upon, the Incas placed himielf in the midfl: 
of them, they all (landing one by another. 
After having called them by their names, 
he took them by the hand and made them 
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promire a mutual faith, after which he gave 
them into the hands of iheir parents. The 
liew-married cowpk then tcjpstttdrf-td-th^ 
houfe of the bridegroom's father, and the 
wedding was fblemnized :for three or four 
days, or more, accordingas the nearett Tela- 
tiofis judged proper/ The yOUng women 
married in this manner were afterwards called 
the lawful wives, or the wives given by th* 
liand of the Incas, which title was be- 
llowed meerly to do them a greater honour. 
When 'the Incas had thus married the rela- 
tions, the next day the minifters appointed 
for that purpofe married the reft of the 
,young men, fons of the inhabitants of 
Cufco, in the fame order, according to 
the divifion of the feveral diftrifts, called 
Higher and Lower Cufco. The pioveables 
. of the houfe were furnifhed by the rela- 
tions, every one of whom contributed fome- 
thing. ' .. 

Th e governors and curacoes were obliged 
by that office to marry the young men and 
maidens of their provinces m the fame man- 
ner. 



T 4> ] 
^er. They were required to affift at thofe 
"weddings, or folemnixe them themfelves^as 
lords and fathers of their country. It 'was 
incumbent upon the corporations of every 
<ity to provide a houfe for' their new- 
married citizens, and their neareft rela- 
tions were obliged to fupply them with 
moveables. The inhabitants of one pro- 
vince were not permitted to marry with 
thofe of another ; they were all under a 
ncceffity rf marrying among their own re- 
lations like the antient tribes of Ifrael; 
. which regulation was made in order to pre- 
vent a confufion of their nations and fa- 
milies. An exception was made, not- 
withftanding with regard to fitters. 

All the inhabitants, of a province that 
were Iprung from the fame race and fpoke 
the lame language, called themfelves rela- 
tions... They were, more-over, obliged to 
relide in their own province, and not to 
change one diftrifl: for another, left they 
fhould confound the decuriie which had 
axen «efUbliihed by the citizens ; befides. 
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their corporations afligned the houfes, which 
they were not permitted to do more than 
once, and that only in their own diftrift, 
and with the confent of their relations. It 
was cuftomary for the heir apparent to 
marry his own lifter, in imitation of the 
Sun and the firft Incas : For, faid they, 
fince the Sun took the Moon, his lifter, to 
wife, and had married their two firft chil- 
dren together, it was but reaibnable the 
fame order ftiould be obferved with regard 
to the King's eldcft children. To this they 
added that the blood of the Sun fhould not 
be mixed with that of men ; that the fuc- 
cefTion (hould fall to the heir both on the 
father's and mother's fide, and that other- 
wife he forfeited his right •, for they were 
extremely fcrupulous with regard to the 
fucceflion to the crown. It was cuftomary 
for the elder brother, who was heir-ap- 
parent, to marry his own fifter, but when 
♦he had no fifter he married his neareft fe- 
male relation of , the blood royal, and this 
ihe-relatioh was entitled to the crowfi in 
^It of lAue male, i^ in Spain. In cafe 

the 
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the lting*s cideft filler brought him no 
■children, he married. her fecond, or third 
filter, tiU fuch time as fome were born to 
him. This wife was called Cvya, i. e* 
Queen, or Emprefs: thefe Kings ufually 
kept fever^l concubines, fome of whom 
were aliens, and others dtftaat relations. 
They looked upon the children thjey had 
by their relations as legitimate^ bec^ufe 
they were of their own blood-, but .thofe 
wWch .the Incn^ h^ by idiens, were con- 
fidfered^ baftard$>, for though they were 
refpefted on account of their conncftioa 
with tke-joyal femily, thiey were by no means 
thought to be yjpon a footing with the le*- 
^timaJ<) ibnsr t)» htttv were adored as 
Gods^ the fbrnwr hommrcd as men. ' ; 

BuRCfiULS, who had his information frdm 
the S|>ahiih authors, tells us, that the bride-^ 
gcoom ufed to go ra^the hpuie of his bride, 
and put updn hjer the Otoia, a kihd^of 
il^ei: .the ihoe.was made of wool when tlie 
bnde was a virgin -, but whea ilie was a 
widow,, it was made of a^kind ofreed. ^ ^ 
;;. D Vt 
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It will be neccflary to ^vc a particular 
explanation of the royal habit of the Incas. 
We find it delcribed as follows, by the 
author of the hiftory of the Incas* 

The Incas generally wore a kind of twift 
about his head, called Lauta, of about an mch 
wide, and made almoft in a fquare form, 
which went five or fix times round his head. 
With a coloured border that reached from one 
templet© the other. Hishabitwasawaiftcoat 
which reached down to the knee, called by 
the natives Uncu, and by the Spaniards 
Cufma-, which feems rather to be a word 
peculiar to fome province, than to belong 
ISO the* general/ language of the country. 
Inftead .of a cloak they wore a kind of fur- 
tout, called Yacola. The nuns alfo made 
a kind of fquare purfe for the Incas, which 
they w®rc,^ as it wefe, in a fling,, tied to a 
twift vtiry ^neatly wrought, and about the 
brekdth of, two firigers, Thefe purfcs, 
called Chufpa, were ufed only to hold the 
herb Cucay or Cucoa^ which the Indians 
are ^cuftomed ^a chew. This Cuca was 
^; not 
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not then as common as It is at prefent, for 
noac were allowed to cat of it but the In- 
cas, his relations, and certain Curacas ex- 
cepted, to whom the King ufed to fend 
every year feveral bafkets full, by way of 
prefent 4 and this was looked upon as a 
very high favour. 



msf 
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CHAP. X. ' 

Of the MamageCeiixmonies of the Cari&b^es, 

THESE Barbarians are extremely 
jealous, and it is lawful for them to 
kill their wives when they have only a bare 
fufpicion of their infidelity. In the Caribbee 
iflands women arc looked upon as the flaves 
of their hufbands, and, though they are 
oppreffed in ^ ifiliuinan 3 manner, they 
are faid to obey with fo much exaftnefs, 
fweetnefs and rei^jesft:, tj^t their husbands 
- are rarely obliged jto'wert their authority. 

It were to be wiflied that Chriftian 
wives, who are daily reminded from the 
pulpit of the duties of obedience and con- 
jugal fidelity, would follow fo good an ex- 
ample. This do6b:ine will, in all proba- 
bility, be preached to them as long as the 
world lafts, but it is to be feared th«y will 

be 
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he as b^kWard to regulate their conduA 
by it as the Cadbbees are to embrace the 
Chriftian feith. la a word, the women in 
this country are in fo compleat a flate of 
fiayery that a woman is never kncrwn to eat 
with her husband^ or even- in his pnsience. 
An apron, which ir the emblem of modefty 
and chatty, i& worn by the young girk 
about twelve years of age. In the Lucayaa 
klands,^ when a mother knows by certain 
natural fymptoms that her daughter is en- 
titled to the name ^f wonfian^ the relations 
meet together and make a feaft, after which 
they give her a cotton net filled with herbs, 
which fhe afterwards wears about her 
thighs, for before (he went ftark naked. 
It is true, indeed, that their being naked 
does not occafioQ them any uneafmels; 
and fuch is their virtue, that they fay that 
when they are naked they fhould be looked 
upon only in the face. We are told like- 
wife that when a young girl is marriage- 
able, (he is obliged to live for ten days to- . 
gether upon dry caflave. If fhe is not 
ftarved in this time, it is a proof Ihe will 
D i '^ 
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be a good houfewife. The young women 
of thefe iflands arc not permitted to have 
any commerce with their yoimg men when 
once they are of an age £t to be married. 
Their mothers never fuffer them to go out 
of their fight ; neverthelefe, as father La-- 
bat inform^ us, a young woman feldom 
attains to that age without having beea 
fingled out before by fome young favage 
who^ from the moment of his declaration, 
confiders her as his future wife till ftie may 
be of aa age to become fo in efFcft. Rela- 
' tions are allowed to marry each other, a 
woman not being at liberty^ ta refufe her 
kinfman. They often make a choice when 
they are but four or five y^ars of age; 

A BROTHER does not marry his fifter,. 
Bor a fon his mother. Tnceft is looked 
upon by them with hqrror : but they al- 
low fo general, fo extenfive a liberty^ with 
regard to all the other degrees of confan- 
^uinity and the plurality of wives, that a 
njan often marries three or four own fitters,, 

wha 
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who at the fame time are either his nieces 
or coufin-germahs. 

. They reafon thus : That, as they have 
been brought up together, they will of 
confequence love each other the better and 
live in a greater harmony. 

There is one very extraordinary cuftom 
in ufe among them : A Caribbee fometimes 
demands the offspring of a woman with 
child,, provided it be a giri, which, if 
granted, he marks the woman's belly with 
rocou. Ajs foon as the girl is feven or 
eight years of age, he goes to bed to her, 
in order to inure her to the Iports of Venus. 

A FATHER retires from focicty upon the 
birth of his firft born fon, and keeps a 
very ftrift faft for thirty or forty days to- 
gether. La Borde, in his Defcription of 
the Caribbees, informs us that the hufband 
goes to bed and a6bs the part of the lyings 
lo-woman. No one has been able to affign " 

. the 
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ifcc (MrigiA or reafon of this cuftom. Here 
follows another altogether :a3 extravagant ; 
The time prefcribed for fading being ex- 
pired,twoyQungCa*ibbcciarc dio&n to flalh> 
and to cut and hack lus body all over : they 
then rub his body mdi tobacco juice, after 
which they feat him in a chair, painted red: 
the women bring in vidtuals which the old 
meh prcfem to the wounded perfon, and 
ieed him as we do a child : in like manner 
they poardrink down his throat, holding 
his neck at tht ftei^ % and when he has done 
eating tlic old men prefent him vnth twtt 
pieces of caffave, which the poor mangled 
father holds in his hands. The ceremony 
is performed in a large, open jjiace, during 
which he gets aftride upon two caflaves,. 
which he is afterwards obliged to eat. It 
is eafy to conceive that they muft be bloody. 
They then befmear the child's face wkh 
blood, whicli they imagine contributes to 
make him brave and courageous •, and the 
greater the father's patiende, the greater,; 
they apprehend, will prove the valour ot 

the fon : but this is not all j he is obliged 

to 
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to an abilinetfce from various tilings evf ry 
time any of his wives is brought to bed. 
The child is bathed in water the moment 
after he is born, and if it happens in the 
night-time the father bathes himfelf IHce- 
wife. Then the mother begins to flatten the 
chHd's forehead and fquafh its face, which 
amongft them is thought to increafe its 
beauty. 

It is no difficult matter to guefs what 
fort of ap' education fuch favages beftow 
upon their children. About a fortnight 
after die child is bom they give it a name, 
which is generally taken from fome of 
the anceftors of the family, from fome 
tree or other objcft that is agreeable to 
them. 

Much form and ceremony is obferved 
in naming the child;' nay it has godfathers 
and gocjmethers, if we may call thofe by 
that name, who bore a hole in the child^s 
ears, in his lower lip and between his 
noftrils. They put threads into thefe holes, 
D 5 to 
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tof whicli pchdants hang dangfing; but 
they defer the eeremony when the chfld 
Ittppens to* be too weak to undergo it. At 
two years of age, the ceremony of cutting 
off its hair is pefformcd. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Of the Marriage Ceremonies of the Indians. 

IT h cuftomary among the Indians for the 
bride and bridegroom to ride together 
on the wedding-day, in the lame fcdan, the 
common vehicle of their country, which 
fbiut men cirry upon their ftioulders ; they 
fct o« about fe^n or eight in the even- 
ing, acGCmpanied by all their friends and 
relations, with trumpets founding, and 
drums beating before them, and are lighted 
by a great nvimbe^of rhaffals, or torches : 
feveral wonien walk behind the fedan, 
finging verfes, in'whichlthdy wifli the new- 
married couple uninterrupted happinefs, as 
the Greeks and Romans were accuftomed 
to do iatliEeir Epithalamiums. 

<...:.-." r , . . 

'Thb bride and bridegroom ia^pdia are 
caorkd up and down in this manner for 

fomfi 
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fome hours, after which they return home, 
where their arrival is waited by the women 
and fervknts^' TOe'whoKhoule is illunrinated 
with little lamps, and feveral maffals are 
lighted for tiieir coaming. 

Besides thofe' Which go before the'le- 
dan, .maffals are made. of feveral pieces of 
old iron, knit very dofc together, circu- 
larly; and thefe they thruft through a 
copper haft, or handle : they ^hc^ hold a 
maffal in one hand, have a bottle mdde of 
the fame metal witli tfee h%ft of thfiJR tw^es^ 
in the other, and &Aed wftii oil, which they 
pour from iimiB to time on tbeHnnen-clotb 
nbove-mentiom^dj wWich ierves the fame 
purpofe as th( mck of a cftadJe among us %. 
fo that ii wopW ifllmediatelf ^ out,^ if not 
conftaixtly fuppUed with oil. 

An foofi M the MifrWMTvtd couple- 
enter the hovjfe* tht hridc ittfina^with the- 
women, and the bridegroom and his friends. 
hj thfiiilfielves dqmti upon mats> or car- 
pets^ 



pets, and provifion is immediately brought 

them. 

• . ■ ■ *■ 

There is jjways a great concourfe of 
people at thefc weddings j nor did the 
Greeks themfelves fbrpafs the Indians ia 
the ipultitude of bride-folks, . ^ , 
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CHAP, xn: 

1.0/ the Martidge Ceremonies of the people of 
Flcffida. 

THE inhabitants of Floridia fcldoni 
marry above one wife, who, by a. 
breiach of fidelity to her hufband, expofes her 
fejf to an igncii^Tous puniflunent, or evea 
to a eruel death \ fiawevcr, the grandees of 
the nation have the privilege of marrying 
as many wives as they pleafe ; but them 
©ne of them alone is looked upon as the 
lawful wife, all the reft being confidered as; 
concubines : the children of the latter arcj 
not entitled to an equal portion of their 
father -5 wealth with thoie of the former. 

The inhababitants of Apalache don't^ 
marry out of their own families : among 
Ifaem parents oftea make a match for their 

childrea 
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children in their infancy; arid thefe ratify 
the fame when they come to the years of 
difcretion : tfiey are free to marry in any 
degrei^ of confanguinity next to that of 
brother and filler. 

The Apatachites give thefr children tRe 
names of the cneniies they have killed, of 
the villages they have burned, or of fuch 
of their prifoners as have died in war^ 
The girls bear the names of their deceafed 
mothers and grand mothers ; for, .'tis a 
rule inviolably obferv^d. amongft them, 
never to give tti€ fame name to two per- 
fons of the fame family. Till twelve years, 
both boys and girls^ arc under their mo- 
ther's.dicedtion ; after which the father takes 
the education of the boys upon himfelf. 
*Tis confidently aflerted that hufbands diC* 
continue all comnaerce with dieir wives: 
from tbe time of their breeding till after 
theit lying-in: they carry their fcruples fo 
far, as not even^to eat any thing they may 
have touched diiring^ the time of their 
child-bearing. 

EAUty 
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Early manages are not cuftomary 
among the Floridans who dweU near Pa- 
nucp, yet we are aflured they are fcarce 
maids by the time they arc ten or twelve 
years of age. The women of the Lucayaa 
iflands wear a cotton apron, for modefly- 
^e J and their young women wear them 
as they are marriageable. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Marriage Certmamts tf the mbaUtsnit of, 
Hudfoffs-bayy M^ppu ^^ Canada.: 

MONSIEUR de la CiX)ze, in his hi- 
. ftory of the Chriftianity of the In- 
dies^ teUs iiS) that the fayage inhabtt^t9 of 
Hudfon'l^$kay nVMrry a6 m^ny wives a& theji^ 
can maintain : that 'tis likewife cuftomary 
far them to marry the fifters of their wives^ 
thinking they arc more likely to livse in * 
friendly iinioni with them than with ftrang<- 
ers* We learn faithcr, from the. fifth vo- 
lume of a coUeftiofl of voyages to the Jiortb^ 
that the fame cuftom is obfcrved by the 
people of Louifiana ; and that nothing is 
aarwmoner than to fee four or five fifters 
married to the fame man. An exemption 
from m$ny domeftic cares is granted to her 
that has the lock to bear the firft: child. 

Amongft 
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Amongft thefe favages the courtfhip rfiar 
precedes marriage is feldom protradled to 
arty confidcrable Icngtk Nofooner doe^* 
afavage feel the influence of the paffion 
of love, but Ac inftantly reveals it, and, in. 
order to obtain the objedt of his wifhes, en- 
tertaiits her £umly, and makes her father a 
prefent} and, when Qricc he hasobt^ed 
their confent, he takes her home, without- 
requiring a portion* 

We find a more par^cular account of 
the marriages of thcfe people in father Hen- 
nepin, who tells us,, that their marriage ia 
BOt a civil contract ; that the hufband' and 
wife do. not bind themfelves to each other 
for life : that they cohabii: together as long* 
as they like one another^ but feparate with^ 
out the leait fi>risiality as foon as their har^^ 
monyis interrupted bydomellic broils. 

YouNO girls jarc naarried very youngs 
and before they are of an age ta h^ve wy 
commerce with their hufbands, they fuper- 
intend domeftic affairs,, while the hufband 

goes 
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goes a hunting:, and brings what he kills 
to her father. No courtlhip, or endearing; 
conyerfation, pafles between them before 
they tie that knot^ which is £a often fatal itk 
other places. 

To illuftratc this, fetus fuppole afarage 
man and woman together, who never law 
one onother before, and that one of them 
Ihould conceive a fudden inclination for the 
other I the amorous favage wiU^ without the ^ 
kail ceremony, alk the perfon he d^Hgns 
for his wife, if Ihe has a mind to- have him, 
and iheji^withQUt ever confulting her Iriends, 
gives him her anlwer direftly. This mu- 
tual cpnfent is followed by a fort of cere- 
ipony, which may be looked upon as an 
e^^ of the modefty of the female fiivage.,.. 
siiid. a. proof of her future oeconomy^ 

The ceremony is as follows: on- the 
evening of her wedding-day the bride takes 
an axe, cuts down wood in the fields, and 
mdkes it up into a load; then lays it down 
before her intended huiband's hut, and fits 

by 
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by her lover, who foon after goes to bed to 
her, making no other compliment than that 
'tis time to go to reft. Father Hennepin 
adds, that the friendfhip of thefe favages 
is very fubjeft to change, and that they 
look upon each other with the utmoft cold- 
nefs and indifTereAce when diey happen ta 
meet after a falling out. When they part, 
the wife fometimes carries av^ay her cloaths 
and furs, and ibmetim€s only takes a piece 
of fttiST to.makef A pettitMt Md blanket. 
Tl* chfldr^ft follow tiwir rfvoUkt, wh(^ 
t^ts care to pr<mit for thttA. The ehiP- 
drcn fometirtiei ftay with their father •, hvtt 
thofe favage^^ln) dlfmife their wires, ge- 
n^rftUy liav€ the children i#ith them, and? 
tell them that titef don't believe them to 
bt their own. This i^ probable enough,, 
fmce they are fald to be fer from hard- 
hearted ) at leaft father Hennepin informs, 
us, that they arc nW very fond of matri- 
mony » and that they quit theit hufband^ 
ifTithout any mfanner of ijehiRance.. The 
men are not more faithful «> tKc marriage- 
bed than the women^^ 

Whek 
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When a favage is out upon an inroad, 
he often feires a if oman for fome days, or 
weeks •, her parents dcfire no better •, becaufc 
th^y get furs by this cohabitation. The firft 
wife keeps the hpufe and fows the corn, 
whild the hu(band is rambling up and down 
the country lyith the other: but, as fooa 
as he is returned home, he difmifles his 
itipjeraiu wife, aod returns to his firft, un- 
)ds the foriner happens to have eharms ca- 
pa]bk of efl^ii^ al^ the beauties of the 
.Utter : the wiife, i^ideed, has no reafon to 
c^mplfUn, b^ing in.p9fi?IIi^ of a privi- 
lege fi( fv^piying her hulbaad's place 

T4l$f« pi^^9« h^yRfYftTy Mr not uAi^ 
iircr^i fhfit^ a^f fQ9P^ >in)0ngft the fivages 
who obferve pundhially all the duties of a 
married life, and who confider it rather as 
a ftg^ of felicity ilfti^ yoke. 

[In Jintt Q««kfBi^a A0brds examples of 
.iy^ij^ds ^1^ ^}i^ t^cir wisrcs nfith the 
^^9&fPA!^^^«6.* Whfoaiaanhasinade 
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a few prefents to the parents of the gifl he 
intends to marry, Ihe becomes his pro- 
perty, and is looked upon as a purchafe he 
has made. It ibmetim^s, though very 
rarely, happens, that the parents take back 
their fon-in4aw-s children, and return them 
the prefents they had received. 

It lias been already obferved, that thefc 
people are, by no means, addidfced to jea- 
ioufy : fome favages, however, equal the 
Spaniards in ]ealoufy, and punifh the in- 
fidelity of their wives with the utmoft fe- 
verity. A jealous hufband may cut off his 
wife's nofe or ears, nay, put her to death ; 
nor is any other fatisfaftion required of him 
than to make a prefent to the parents of 
the deceafed, in order to dry up their 
tears, 

Sik:h favages as make War thebwfinefe 
of their lives, don't marry till they arc 
[ twenty-five or thirty years of age, left 
their vigour fhould beitt^aired by cohabi- 
ting with women, Thofe who have any 

com- 
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commerce with them before that ftage of 
life, are looked -upon as effeminate, and 
unfit for war, or huntitig. But 'tis not to 
be fuppofed that they arc more chafte thaa 
thole who many. 

There prevails an opinion amongft this 
people, that a perpetual chaftity is pro- 
ductive of vapours and pains in the back j 
fo that a young warrior, in order to preferve 
his health, muft every week make a noc- 
turnal ramble in queft of a miilrefs. 

La Hont an gives the following account 
of thefe Canadan amours. They never 
talk of their paflion to the (he favages by 
day, being of opinion that the night is the 
projpereft time for amourous dalliance: 

When a yotmg man after having vifited 
his miftrefs three or four times, imagines 
that (he looks upon him favourably, he be- 
haves as follows, in order to be thoroughly 
convinced of it. 
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Tis to be premifejd, that the favages 
live i^ a kind of equality, ^greeabk to Na- 
ture, which prefejrves them from aU appre- 
henfion of thieves ;^d domeftic enemies ^ 
in confequence of this their huts ^e open 
night and day. The flaves take care to put 
out the fire two hours ^^r Am-iet. The 
young fi^vage, wfafyt up H^ a grr at many 
clpaths^ go^s ^bout tii^f- timis to his mi- 
itrpfs's hut. He thcfi lights a fort of match 
at thie fire, nod rfterw^rd^ ^profa^bes the 
bed. if fhe puts out the utxssih h^.lay5 
himfelf down by her •, but, if Ihe wraps her- 
felf up in t^e bed-cV>ath5, he if^fta^tly re- 
fijire^ fQf ^s is i^tteji^Fet^ ^ a pvoqf that 

W? we iffiwj^ by ^ feme ftji^jjW, th^ 
the fhe favages drink the juiCe of certain 
TOiWx?v i» !s«4er ^^ gBjeufe i^^idJ^y f^ a 
ypuflgisijpfom idhi^t Im h^a chaldi hs^ nd 
cfejucp .Qf j?x«r gettwg ^ bufbwA 

The mofl fingular circumft:aJKe cf thrir 
behaviour is, that they permit their lovers 
. \' ' ^to 
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to fit dowa by them on the bed, only to 
talk with them a little : but if one of the 
feveral moments which they pafs together, 
fliould happen to prove more agreeable 
than the TOft, they make no fcruple of 
granting riieir lover the laft favour: this is 
owing to the refolution they have taken not 
to be fubjeft to their lovers : which cuftom 
confirms what has been advanced above, 
with regard to the opinion which thefe 
people Jiaveof the freedom of their women 
in that independant ftate which precedes 
marriage. 

When a favage of Canada forms a refo- 
lution to many after having fignalized him- 
felf in war, he draws up a leafe for a cer- 
tain number of years : they confider a con- 
traft for life as an inftipiportable flavery: 
the lavage, therefore, takes a wife fuitabie 
to him I after which, the. parties agree tOr 
gether, and communicate the intended 
match to their relations, who meet in the 
tut of the oldelt aniongft them : there they 
make an entertainment after the Canadan 
E fafhion. 
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fafhl6n, (ing and dance the marriage dance; 
Thefe diverfions being over the bride- 
groom's relations retire, the oldeft four ex- 
cepted, when the bride, attended by four 
antiquated l}ie relations, prefents herfelf at 
one of the doors of the hut, where the 
moft decrepid of the bridgroom's four kinf- 
men comes to receiye her, and leads her to 
her future hulband, to a place where they 
are both to ftand upon a mat. A wand is 
prefented to them, which each of them holds 
by the end ; hereupon the old men make 
a few very Ihort fpeeches. The bride and 
bridegroom, ftill holding the wand, ipeak 
to one another alternately ; they afterwards 
break it into Icveral pieces, which they 
diftribute to the witnefles. When this ce- 
remony is at an end, the bride is led out of 
the hut and conduced back to her father's 
houfe by the young msudens who waited 
for her at the doon Her hufband is oblig- 
ed to vifit her there till fuch time as ftie hasf 
made him a father. When this happens^ 
ibe packs up her things and goes Home 10 

• *•■ c- • ^ •■' • ner 
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her hufband, with whom fhe ^rohabits as 
long as the marriage lafts. 

We meet with the following fmgular cir- 
cumftances in la Potterie's hiftory of North- 
America, Vol. n. When a lover is fecure 
of the affedtion of his miftrefs, he applies 
CO his father or his neareft relati<»n, who 
widertakes to go and vilit his miftreis'^ far- 
ther in the night-time. He awakes him^ 
lights his pipe atid prefents it to him, and 
at the fame time demands of him his 
daughter. When once they are agreed^ 
the young man's father aflembles all his 
relations, and declares to them his intent 
lion of beftowing his fon in marriage.. 
Theie bring as many things as they are 
Bble to beftow, in order to portion the 
^oung lavage. His mother goes with part 
<&f the goods to the young woman's hqt; 
and the bride's mother dedsu-es to hipr 
daughter, that ihe has married her to fuch 
a one. The girl Is obliged to give an im-^ 
mediate confent, and from a ftrange abuic 
tb? fathers, mothers, and eldeft brothers^ 
£ 2 arQ 
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are permitted to proftitute her, becaufc, 
jaccording to them, her body is not her 
own but her relations. She laments the 
lofs of her virginity however. As foon as 
Ihe has received herprefents, Ihe acquaints 
her family with the new alliance, and diftri- 
butes them amongft her relations. Every 
one contributes fomething to the bride's 
portion. The bridegroom's mother and 
Jifter l^cewife make prefents to the bride, 
and equip her very magnificently upon the 
wedding-day : this fplendour, however, 
confifts only in covering their Ihoulders 
with a good beaver's Ikin, and perfiiming 
tiieir hair with bear's greafe. She then 
goes to her mother-in-law, who takes her 
ornaments and gives her others in exchange, 
together with a large kettle ; after' which 
fee returns to Jbier father's, and is there 
Oindretfed again. Her mother gives her a 
i:ertain quantity of maiz which Ihe carries 
to her hufb^nd, who undreffes her a third 
tin^e, .and the^ the two families divide all 
the prefents aoiong themfclvcs^ 

THERi 
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There is fomething Femarkable in the 
continence of the new-married man-, he 
carries felf-denial fo far as to decline all 
commerce with his wife for fix months af- 
ter his marriage. However, the laws of 
his country allow him to confummate the 
marriage four days after it is folemnized; 
but he looks upon this continence as a 
convincing proof of the high afFeftion he 
has for his wife, and would have it thought 
that his only view in marrying was to refledt* 
on honour upon himfelf by the alliance. 

When the year is expired the wife re- 
turns perhaps to her mother's hut, who* 
thereupon becomes proprietor of all her 
ibn-in-law's pofleffions,' as well as of what- 
ever he gets cither in hunting or fifhing. 
The hufband miffing his wife, imagines 
ihe is gone to her mother's, goes to the 
hut at a time when he thinks the whole fa- 
mily are aflecp •, but the father and mother 
of the yoyng woman are upon the watch, 
while fhe,: after all thefe preliminafie^, is- 
fall afleep by the fire-fide, or pretends to* 

: . " E 3 be 
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be Co. No fooncr does the hufband enter 
the hut, but he perceived the fire was made 
upon his account ; upon which he fits down 
by his wife. His father-in-law then rifca 
with an air of coldnefs and indifference^ 
and filling his pipe givei it him to fmoak. 
His mother-in-law fets a difh of meat at 
his fcctj which he begins to eat without 
uttering a fjrllable. In a word, he rcfidcs. 
two years with his father-in-law, during, 
which time whatei^er he gets by huiitingf 
fifliing^ OF trade, belongs to his mcicher-in- 
Jaw, as we obferv*d above. The life which, 
the new married couple ire oblig^ to kad 
is fomewhat extraordinary, 'Tis againft 
the laws of decency for them to fpeak to- 
taeach other in the day-4ime, unlefs it be 
to break out into mutual reproaches,. 

When the two years are expired, the 
fon-in-law quits his father-in-law, and thss^ 
his wife and he fet up houfe-keeping toh- 
gether, unkfs he has thoughts of taklng'sr 
fifter-in-lawfor his fecond wife. The huf- 
band is not allowed to marry any womaa 

but 
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but" what he receives from the hands of the 
relations of his father-in-law, who may give 
Him his other daughters in marriage if he 
thinks proper j but in cafe he has no more^ 
the mother-in-law adopts fomc of her fhe 
flaves in favour of her fon-in-law, or gives 
him one of her neices. Intereft, as We are 
told, caufed this cuftom to be eftablilhed. 
TriB mother-in-law is intitled to all 
her fon-in-law*s pofleflions ; and fince the 
mother of a fecond wife would have 
the fame right, it has been thought pro-- 
per te ky areftraint upon the inconftaney 
of favage hulbands, by obliging them- to 
marry only the daughters of one family, 
when they are defirous of having a plurali- 
ty of wives. The firft wife has certain prli 
yileges above the reft, which occafions jea^ 
loufy among the women, and is often pro- 
duftive of domeftic quarrels, but this the 
hufband bears with great patience, and is 
even vain of it, as he looks upon the jea- 
loufy of his wives as a proof of their affec*^ 
tion. We (hall now proceed to the confe- 
qucnces of marriage. 

E.4 Thb. 
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The favages of New France-prefer girls tg 
boys, and affirm that the former are the 
fupport of a family, A menftruous woman 
withdraws, from fbciety-, aU the fires in her 
hut are put out ; they clean the fire-place ; 
throw ouf all the aflies that were on it, 
and ilrikingfire with a flint, light up a new 
one. This woman is obliged to liye re« 
tiredifor a: week, in a hut ttat has no- man- 
ner of communication with the reft. The 
others don^t drink of the ftream fhe has 
tafted ; they never draw any water out of 
it, and fhe fets certain marks which difcQ<>: 
ver the condition (he is in. ' 

Whjen a young. womaa fiends her periodi- 
cal diftemper coniiing. upon her for the firfl: 
time^ fhe retires from, all fociety, except: 
that of thofe women who attend her, dur.-^ 
ing which fhefjuears herfelf with.coaj.'. 

The. moment a- woraa^^ finds herfelf 

pregnant,, fhe difcontinues. all commerce. 
with her hufband, till fuch time, as the 
child is two years old; and when. fhe h 

upon, 
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upon the point of being brought to beJ, 
a hut is prepared for her, in which (he con- 
tinues thirty days, arid if it be the firft child 
forty. All thefe cuftoms have fome refem- 
blance to the Jewifh law ; with regard to 
that which prohibits the man and woman's 
cohabiting together till the child is two 
years of age, it xnuft: be allowed to be high- 
ly reafonable. When the life of a woman ^ 
in childbed is in danger, fhe is carried into 
the hut in wKich fhe ufually lives ; but af- 
ter her death or recovery, the hut is re- 
moved to fome other place. 

Bar R E N N E s s is one of v the prirxipal 
caufes of divorce among the Americans, 
tho' they are at liberty to part when ever 
they pleafe. La Hontan tells us, that the 
Canadans generally give a week's warning, 
when they affign the moft plaufible reafons 
they can poflibly invent, that their fepara- 
tion may not appear altogether ihconfiftent 
with good manners and civility. But the 
reafon they moft commonly alledge^s fome 
pretended diftemper, a defire ofeafe or 
E 5 tran- 
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tranquility neceflary for the recovery of 
their health. When divorce is determin*d 
upon in Canada, the ceremony made ufc 
of upon that occafibn is as follows: they, 
bring into the hut where the marriage had 
been celebrated, all the little pieces of the 
'^and which has been ipoken of above; 
thcle are burnt with Ibtemnity, ancf thus. 
^ divorce is compleatcd. The women- 
^e at liberty to marry agaih as well as the 
men; however, decency reftrarns them from, 
rufhing into the arms of a fecond hufband 
during the life of the fi'rft; When the huf- 
band and wife part they (hare the children, 
equally between them ; fiw children, fays^ 
la Hontan, art. the^treafure of the favages : 
if there is an odd one *tis confider'd as the 
property of the wife.- A woman defpairs. 
of ever meeting with another hufband whea. 
once ftie is turned of fifty, the Canadans^; 
thinking it abfurd to marry a woman that 
ii&. paft child-bearing. When once a; 
woman is upon the decline, fhe is nov 
longer to their tafte> What remedy fhould 
tjiofe^ wom^ft have recourfc to who find* 

them- 



C 83 ] 

themfelves defpifed on account of their 
age? I anfwcr they Ihould Contrive expe*' 
dients to conceal their age from the world •, 
but if their fincerity will not fufFer them to 
impofe upon the other fex, it muft be 
owrfd they greatly furpafs our European 
ladies in that virtue. 

An old woman of Canada that is ftill fontf 
of the fport, will adopt a prifoner of war 
and keep him for her own private ufe. 
*Tis reafonable to imagine that fhe general- 
ly chufes a lufly and vigorous fon of Mars 
for this purpofe : be that as it will, it is 
natural to think, he is not ungrateful, and 
that he exerts his utmoft efforts to fliew 
the deep fenfc he has of his obligations to 
a paflion which gives life to all men, and 
prolongs his own, 
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CtH A P. XIV. 

Of the Marriage Rites of th Mexicans. 

MARRIAGE amongft the Mexi- 
cans is folemnized by their priefts,. 
^nd a public inftrument drawn up which, 
contains the pa^ticiijars^ of the wife's for-- 
tune, which the hulban(J is obliged to re- 
turn in cafe of a. reparation^. The articles, 
being agreed .uppn^ the c^plq^gobto the 
temple, where ^one of the facrificing priefts . 
propofes feveral queftjons in order to exa-: 
mine into their refolutions. He then take$. 
up the woman's . veil and. the huft>and*$. 
mantle, and with one of his hands ti^s thenj 
together at one corner, as an eniblem o£ 
the inward tie of their wills. Being thus . 
bound to each other, thjpy are conduced: 
back to their houfes by the prieft. They 
then vifit the liarthpr fire, which is looked 
upon as ajpcdiaprof^the^dilputcs between 
y hyfbarid 
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Byiband and wife-, and this they do in imi- 
tation of what the Romans pradtifed, in re-*-, 
gard to thelaws.- They are accuftomed to • 
go feven. times round it fucceffively, whiift. 
the faccificing priefl: walks before tivem: 
this ceremony, being wer, they, fit down irxj 
order to be equally warm*d by the heat of 
the fire, which gives the laft perfeftion to*' 
marriage. The bridegroom brings withn! 
him two oWmen; as.affiftants or witneffes ^. 
the bride two old women. 

The Mexican hiftory adds,, That in the 
beginningplthe night akind-of flie-medi-r 
ator, accompanied by four matrons, with: 
each a torch in her hand, ^ takes, the bride 
on her back and carries her to her hufband's 
houfe<, The^ parents of the latter go to* 
meet the- bride, and lead her into a place • 
where the bri4egroom waits ,her coming; . 
ajid here the refli^of the ceremony is com- 
pleated in the manner^ dcfcribed . above. 
Then follows the marriage feaft, which 
being over the old men take the bride- 
groom jafide,. aiid the old women, the bride. 
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m 6rcfcr to inftntft them in thofe partrcti- 
fers, a knowlegc of whrch is ufeful and ne- 
ceflary for their changp of cxjndition, zndt 
how they may beft difchargc thofe duties- 
to which they are bound .by their marri- 
age contraft -, the old people then retire,, 
and leave the married couple to put the laffc 
hand to the work. Some provinces of the 
empire have either added orretrench'd fronv 
tfiefe particulars, according to the diftates. 
of caprice and fancy, 

'TwAs cuffomary at TlaicaUa ta fliavc 
rfie heads ol the married couple, to fignify to> 
them that it i^^as time to lay afide all youth- 
ful amufements. In Mechoacan the bride 
was obliged ta keep her eyes fixed upon, 
the bridegroom during the whofe cercmo^ 
ny, without which the marriage was look'd. 
tjpon as imperfedl •, probably this was done. 
with a view of fignifying to the wife that. 
flie was to read her duty in the eyes of her 
hufband,. *Twas^ cuftomary in another 
province of this empire to cany off the 
bridegroom, that he might be thought to 
*he forced to. the marriage,, or perhaps to> 
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denote that if men were not prompted by 
the dictates of nature and reafbn to the* 
propagation, of their fpedes in a lawful 
way, fearce any man would ever enter into- 
that ftate, or embarafi himfelf with the 
care of a family, but would choofe rather 
to beget a long fucceflion of baftards and 
abandon them' to the wida world. 

In the province of Panuco, the hu/band' 
purchafeshis wife for a bow, twoarrows, and 
a net) which may be looked upon as giving; 
her a portion. During thefirft year after mar- 
riage the wife's father does not fpeak a word 
to hisfbn-in-law, and the latter abftainsfrom- 
all commerce with his wife for two year^. 
after he has had a child. The MecatecaSy 
another people fubjedt to. the empire o£ 
Mexico, fafl, pray to their gods, offer- 
fecriffces to them^ and, from a penitential 
motive, drawr blood fTom»themfelveSj and 
liqb the mouth and face of their idc^ 
with it. 

What can be the meaning of this ei- 
traordinary piece, of devotion, in. a.fea- 
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Ibn. that is generally attended with mirth, 
and feftivity i does it fpring from fear ov^sl 
principle of duty? 'Tis probable they may 
be partly influenced by fear: but whiatever 
reafon may be aflijgn'd' for that piety^ the 
Europeans would have a ftrange opinion 
of a hufband who' Ihould give himfelf 
up to fafting and praying in thole days> 
which feem devoted* to mirth and* jollity. 

Nothing is more common in Mexico- 
than divorces •, all that is required on thefe 
occafions is the mutual confentof both par- 
ties: fothat they, thepifelves determine 
the thing at-once, without being under the: 
. neceffity of appearing before judges. The 
boys ftaywith the hufband^ the girls withx 
the wife J. but the marriage being thus be- 
come void it is capital for the parties to co- 
habit together, again:, this regulation was- 
made with a view to prevent divorces from- 
l^iecoming common, which was an abufe 
that might be expedted from the fickle tern-.- 
I^rs of thefe favages. 

The- 
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The chaftity of their wives is one of 
their points of honour ; and they punlfh. 
adulterers with death, though luft is 
one of their predominant paflions. Not* 
withftanding this, public ftews. are to^ 
fcrated among them. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Marriage Ceremonies of the Indians in Nezsr 
Mexico. 

POLYGAMY is lawfgl amongrt 
thefe favages. We are informed that 
the natives of Cibola marry only one wife. 
In Califormia young gitls are rnot permitted 
to keep comparty with merr. Adultery is 
punifli'd with death. A^idow is at liber- 
ty to marry a again fix months after the 
death of her buiband. An abominable 
commerce with youths Is cuftomary a- 
mongft; the Califorraians and their neigh?- 
bours ; thefe youths are for this purpofe 
obliged to wear women's apparel. They 
are forbid to marry ; and to fuch a horrid 
Icttgth is this execrable cuftom carried by 
them, that when one of thefe proftitutes. 
happens to die, his broths i$ obliged to fuc* 

ceeA 
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ceed him in the infamous oflice. Thefe ab- 
jeft wretches look upon this obfcenity as their 
duty ; however, they are but indifferently 
rewarded by the public, being obliged to 
beg their bread from door to door. 

The fame abominatioas are frequrtt 
amongft the reft of the Indians of North- 
America, who call their pathicks Hermo- 
phraditcs^ ia order to ccmccai their infam^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 
. Marriage Ceremonies cf the Nicaraguans. 

THESE favages look upon but one 
woman as the lawful wife of a man^ 
tho' polygamy is praftifed among! them* 
The prieft takes the parties betrothed by 
the little finger, and condufts them to an 
apartment near a fire which is lighted pur- 
pofely for that ceremony. He then lays 
before them their duty, together with alt 
thofe particulars which fliould be obferv'd 
by them in this changp of their condition^ 
in which it muft be own'd that an Euro- 
pean runs a much greater rifle than an 
American husband. The parties are con- 
fider'd as husband and wife as foon as ever 
the fire is extinguilhed. But if a husband 
having married a girl as a virgin, fhould 
upon trial fixxd her otherwife, he immedi- 
ately 
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ately turns her off without the leaft cere^ 
mony, unlefs he choofes rather to leav^ the 
decilion of the affair to his cacique, by giv- 
ing him a permiflion to make an experi- 
ment on her virginity- A woman who 
has violated her conjugal fidelity, is liable 
to no other punifhment but that of being 
divorced, flie is not indeed permitted to 
marry again ; but herein flie is no lofer. [' 

A VERY extraordinary cuftom prevails 
acnongft them upon<:ertain feftivals, when 
the hufband allows his wife to chufe a de- 
puty. In this particular thefe favages r«- 
femble the politeft people in Europe, with 
this difference, that the favages allow 
their wives a gallant only upon certain 
days.-, whereas in France, fjme husbands 
carry their complaifance fo far as to tolerate 
their wife's having a gallant all the year 
round. They, indeed, make themfelves 
amends, by making equally J. free with 
the wives of their neighbours. Tolera- 
tion in husbands feems to be no bad poli«- 
cy^ as 'tis probable that there is no other 



[ 94 3 

expedient to meet with fome conloladon 
in cufikokiom, than to permit and not pro- 
hibit. 

After all, whatever violation Hymen 
tnay fuffer, the obfcrvation of Lafontaine 
is certainly a juft one, 

^and on ne le fcait pas ce fCeft rien^ 
Et quand on le fait 4^ eft feu de cbofe. 

•Tis nothing when from fpoufes know- 

kge concealed. 
And no great misfortune when tQ hiiil 

reveal'd. 

; We are told that an adulterous woman is in 
this country a reproach to her relations; 
that the man who debauches a woman is 
made a flave, or obliged to give her a por- 
tion; that a flave who has any comercc 
with his mafl:er*s daughter, is buried aliye 
with her, and that publk ftews are tolerat- 
ed in order to obviate thcfe abufes« 

These 
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These cuftoms, indeed, appear highly 
inconfiftent and contradiftory. Wc havd 
fpoken of them as exifting at thispre- 
fent time: it feeni3 probable, however, 
that if they do 'tis only amongft a fmall 
number of Indians who are confin'd to the 
woods and mountains, for they have been 
abotiihed in all other places by the 
Chnftkuis« 



%|a|^' 



CHAP. 



f 56 3 

« 

CHAR XVIL 

Qf the Mirriage Ceretnomes of the BrqfiUam. 

T'H E Brafilian favages iwvcr mairy 
their mothers, fifters, or dau^iters^ 
but they have full liberty with regard to 
the other degrees of confangunity. A 
young man is allow'd to look out for a 
wife as foon as he becomes marriageable. 
It is not confidered, as in Europe, whether 
he is capable of lupporting a family and 
managing civil a^airs. JFj^rmerly, a young 
Brafilian had no right fift marry till he had 
killed an enemy, bufnow, when a young 
favage has taken a fancy to fome young 
woman, he addrejQTes himfelf to her parents, 
friend, or neighbours, and alks their 
confent to marry her. 

Our preliminaries of marriage are ut- 
terly unknown to thefe favages : they have 

no 
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no amorous interviews before marriage, 
nor do they make any declaration of mar- 
liag^* The favage is looked upon as the 
young woman's husbaad from the monient 
that he has obtairi'd confent* Polygamy is 
held in gr^t efto^na amoag them, which, 
plainly pfOVies thatth^y are very defirous, 
of pcDpltifig tltc nation well* Wc are t<rfd 
that the iHv^ agi'te tolerably well togetsher^ 
but their llu^bands turn them off upon the 
moft Aivolo.W;.pretenc-fcs. The h^dsbaad 
'goes to bed as foon as his wire is delivered, 
and ads the part of a lying-in- woman with 
great art and labour, receiving the vilits 
ufual upon fuch oocalions, and cauling 
limfelf to be attended as if he was really 
fick. He neverlidWs ^»;>the part of a 
widwife to his ipo^l^, cuts the child's 
- naval-ftring, and beats its nofe flat; after 
iTiaving wj^'d it and painted it red and 
*4Dlack, he goes to bed, and his wife re. 
turns to her work. The ceremonies which 
follow the birth of the child are ridiculous 
chough. If it be a boy, his father laying 
down a bow, arrows, and a knife, exhorts 
F him 
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him to bravery and courage, and con- 
cludes, by giving him the name of what- 
ever objeft makes the ftrongcft impreflibn 
on his mind. As footi as the child i» grown 
up, his father takes him along with him in 
order to teach him th^ art df w>ar, 'which 
confifts intirely in killing his fcll6w*crea- 
tures. The females are bm^ght tip to 
donriieftic affairs,, and, as ibon as^ they have 
given tokens of being ripCj a folemn feaft 
is celebrated upon the occ^ioiti; • 




CHAR 
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IT Is necefldiy to obfeve that polygamy 
U:as much ifl vog^e m Caribtih^ ks 
in other J>arts of America. The Ca* 
ciques have a- ' coAfKfcrtibfe number ^ ctf 
wives, ind, when' i&'ey go H journey, they 
have Ibmc k^pt upon the road, like our 
horfes. 

The c<>tnmon people are dlow'd ^ ma- 
ny wives as they arc able of: wilfing. no 
matntaixi^ but they make ho difficulty of 
lendti^ thein both tor friends and ftcangers. 
However,^ property is no way afiefbod b$[ 
this piece of gallantry ; we are neveithdlcfi 
affured, that the favages of Caribana dif- 
mifs their wives whenever they violate 
• their conjugal faith. 

F 2 ^^^^ 
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When a young woman becomes mar- 
riageable, fhe is fliut up during two years, 
and, in all that time, is not allowM to 
cut off her hair: her parents endeavour to 
procure her a fettlement in the world as 
jfoon as this term Is expired. 

The ceremony of betrothing is at the 
expence of their friends, who fairing plenty 
of provifions and wood to buUd a hut, fpr 
the future couple. One of the bride- 
groom's friends cuts off his hair from his 
forehead, and ibme aged matron does the 
fame to the bride, which completes the 
ceremony* 

' Thbv celebrate ' the feftival by eating 
and drinking heartily •, the pricft then be- 
ftows a benedidion upon the marriage, 
acconding to the cuftom of the country. 
After which he rcftores the wife to her 
hufband 

Tis 



Tis to be ^ded, that (he only who is 
treated in this manner is looked upon as 
the lawful wife ; for the reft arc all upon 
the footing of concubines^ and, as fuch, 
are obliged to obey the fornoer as their 
miftrcls. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

'Hhe Marriage Ceremonies of the favages of 
Darien^ 

POLYGAMY is in ufe among the fa- 
vages of Darien^ and they have even ai 
yrivilege of felling their wives whenever they 
ceafe to be agreeable, in di^ir eyes. They 
have alfo proftitutes anaong them, and, if 
we may give credit to the relations of tra- 
vellers, their daughters are very lavifli of 
their favours. They however make ufe of 
certain herbs in order to procure abortion,, 
as a premature pregnancy is looked upoa 
as infamous 

As foon as a young woman of Darien or 
Panama becomes marriageable, fhe receives 
the apron, and is no longer permitted to 
appear in public. The maidens are veiled in 

their 
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their hoyfes, and even iocfore their father. 
Happily for the girls they marry them with- 
out delay, and by that means render inef- 
fedtual the allurements of that feducing 
deity, who frequendy deftroys in a moment 
all that virtue had been inculcating into^ 
youth for fourteen or fifteen years together. 

CoR EAL informs us, that the Weft-In- 
dians in general declare for nature, and are 
of opinion that it Ihould by no means be 
fixfiered to remain idle ; whence their men 
and women have not a great while to lan- 
guifh; nor do they once make any of thofe 
reflexions which might tend to rcftrain the 
lallies of love. The fmall number of adul- 
terers, of either fcx, to be met with r^mongft 
thefe favages, may be juftly afcribed to their 
early marriages, and the eafe with which 
they meet with partners for life. There- 
is but little ceremony made ufe of in their 
marriages ; all that is required on both fides, 
is to afli each other the queftion -, at leaib a 
young woman may give intimation that Ihe 
delircs fuch a one for her huibanJ, whereas 
F 4. decency. 
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decency forbids an European Woman from 
making the leaft overture. When they 
are fatisfied of one another's inclinatioiis^ 
and arc agreed upon the matter, they mar* 
ry without any farther delay ; and every 
gucft that is invited to the wedding: brings 
^ prefent confifting of axes„ ftone, kniye% 
maiz, eggs, fruits, fowls,, hamocks, and 
cottonac,. which they leave at die entrance 
of the hut, and withdraw till fuoh. time as 
the ceremony of making the pcelcnt is 
ended. After this the marriage ceremony 
i& begun, the form of" which is as follows: 
the bridegroom, at the dopr of the hnU 
prefents each of the guefts with a great 
gourd-bottle full of chicaly, which is the 
drink of thefe favages; AH the guefts> 
not excepting even the little children^drink 
in this manner at the door; t!icn enter the. 
fathers of the bride and bridegrooni, hold- 
ing their children. The bridegroom*^ fa- 
ther then harangues the affembly, holding 
in his right hand a bow and arrow, with ^ 
the point turn'd towards them ; after that 
he dances and makes a. thoufand antick 

poftures^ 
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poftures, whfch throw him into lb violent 
a fwcat, that he is at length oblfged to de- 
fift through wcarinefs. When the dance W 
over he kneels down and prefents his fon 
to the bride, whofe father, in the like atti- 
tude, holds alfo his daughter by the hand« 
but the bride's father is obliged to dance 
in his turn before he kneels down. No 
fooner are the compliments over on botb 
fides, than the brideman and his attend- 
ants, nm ta the fields with their hatchets in 
their hands, leaping and Ikipping, in or- 
der to- cut down the trees which cover the 
ground where the new-married couple are 
to lodge ; and whilft the men are thus em- 
ployed, the bride-maids alfo go there. 
The bride's father watches her for a week 
in the apartment where he lies. — Is this to 
be afcribed to paternal afFeftion or the 
bride's unwillingnefs, who cannot prevail 
upon herfelf to rulh boldly into th<* arms cf 
a man?— Authors give us no information 
upon this head ; but, be that as it wilF, 
flic is a week after delivered up to her huf- 
band. i ^ - ^ 

F 5 "t^^ 
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* Thjr ftibjedion of •thei^ if^rives is excfef- 
five, as we have already obferv'dv 
but as they have no khowlege of any con- 
dition preferable to their own, they.fliould 
not be thought more unhappy upon that 
nccount. Polygamy is not capable of cau^ 
ing the leaft difhirbance in the breaft of an 
American. wife-, thofe of Darien and Pana- 
ma, not only employ themfelves in domef- 
tick affairs, but alfo in ploughing, digging,^ 
and grubbing up the ground ^ in fbwing^ 
maiz, in planting and pruning the trees, 
Thefe employments feam too rough for 
women, but there is no room for a doubt 
that women underwent fuch toik. in the 
early. ag?$ of the world, and it is wcU. 
Ij^nown that habit is a fecond.natiire. 

The women of America ,havc no idea- 
of gluttony or excefs-, cards, balls and. maf? 
querades^ in which European ladies ^ take 
f^ich high delight, are utteriy. unknown to » 
them. 'TIs probaWe they would think 
that way of life ^ laborious as our wives. 
jWOuld think ploughing, or following a 

hufband: 



ahufband to the field. Tho' the women 
of the ifthmus of Panama, are obliged tp > 
do ever/ fort of fervile' drudgery, whether 
in the houfe or the field, and may juftly be 
looked upon as the flaves of their hufbands •, 
they acquit ihemfelves of every duty, with^ 
fo much expedition ^nd chearfulnefs, that 
one would be apt to think it choice, not 
ncceffity. They are, generally fpeaking, 
oomplaifant and obliging, efpccially to 
ftrangers, on whom they often bellow thofe 
favours to which their hufbands only have 
a right. The women arc very dutiful and 
obedient to their hufbands, who in return, 
are equally tender and afieflionate. 
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CHAP;. XX. 

Of the marriages of tBe favages of Nrjx 
Grenada. 

THESE favages arc as favourabk to 
polygamy as any people of America, 
but they do not marry m thofe degrec3 of 
€onfanguinrty which are forbidden by the 
law of nature: a brother, for example, 
never marries his filler. The Caciques have 
the privilege o£ marrying a confiderable 
number of wives, and the children of his 
favourite wife are looked upon as the true 
and lawful heirs. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Of ibemarrisges of the Bramins.. . 

IT is the firft care o£ tl^ofc Bramins thac 
have fons, to marry them in their early 
youth 5 fuch as arc wealthy and opulent are- 
more impatient to fee their fons married 
than the poor : but thofe of the three firil 
€afts, delay marrying them tiU fu^h time 
as they have receiYed.thcDffandhem.,Thofc 
of the firft are obliged to chufe young wo- 
men that have, not yet the marks of pu- 
berty.. The pM-ents of fuch young girls 
as have them before marriage, do their utr 
moft to conceal that circumftance,^ for fear 
it fliould be an obftrudtion to their ever 
being married : but, when parents are ap- 
prehenfive of this, they provide, for their 
fons girls ftill younger. 

This 
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This cuftom is not as ftridly obftrved 
ampngfl: the Settreas as the Bramins ; but 
Vtiok wh6 cor>ferm tliemf^es id jt^are al- 
ways fure of meeting with a particular 
refpeft. Oniensr are always confidered with ■ 
the moft exadt attention by aBramin, who' 
afks a young we>man in marrkge for his- 
fon. He makes it a rule to defer the bufi-t 
hcfs to another day,- when the prcfages 
happen not to be favourable; he again 
puts it off. if" the fecond fign does not 
prove more aufpicious; but he lays afide 
all thoughts of the match when this hap- 
pens a. third time, being firmly pcrfuaded 
that it cannot cboofe but be unhappy: 
When, a Bramin is going upon fach an af- 
fair, he looks upon it as a very bad omen, 
even to hear the rtarrie of a ferpent; but 
he entirely relinquifhes it if he fliould; 
happen to fee one.. 

A VERY extraordinary cuffom previiiR , 
amongft the Veinojas, and that is the melt- 
ing down a half-pagod or half-ducat of 
g!)ld : 'q§ looked upon as a lucky omen 

wJieni 
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wheni the gotd^ tHiife i^ltfed- down, Bip^ 
pears witfc a fliiaiftg hxie^ but f hey chatig^ 
thciriQrefcBkitioDS wbert it happen^ ta be 
dull; the Bramins, however, look upoiib 
this kind of augury a& ridiculous. 

When- at youftg' woman is fought for inr 
marriage, her father defires tcrfee his fu- 
ture fon-in-law, and then makes an enqui- 
ry into his fubftancc.. He gives him leavi^ 
tovifii herin pfefence crf^ her parents, iC 
matters turn • 6^t to Ws fatisfa(5tion^ If th6 
young couple happeri ts> like each bthet, 
they are married diredtty. 

When the Soiidras marty th<ir daugh^-^ 
ters they exact a certain fu-m.of money: 
from the lover, ovef-«nd-abeve his barr? 
g»n y and, becaufe they are xinwilKng to . 
have ir dioagkt they fell tfceir daughter*,, 
they jcall tisis a gi^,. A ^artunatc^ day is ; 
clioGfwzs footi asvfhc patties ai^ agreed^ 
for the lueky and unlucky day^ are iet. 
down ia rite calender of dws peopk; . 
Xhen the rations oo boi^ fide^mect and. 
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perform a ceremony, which anfwers to our 
bethrothings. TK(e father of the bride pre* 
fents Bethel to the relations of the bride- 
groom, and declares to the company that 
he has given his daughter to.— N.*- a mem- 
ber of the family of the perfons prefent. 
When this is done, the bridegroom*$ rcia^ 
tions give Bethel to thofeof thebride, whent 
they make the fame declaration^ and call 
thofe who are prefent to witnefs : this be- 
ing performed the couple are married, pro-^ 
yided it be a proper feaibn of the year, for 
marriages are not lawiul in all feafons^ 
The months (^February, May, June>. 
Oftober, and the beginning of November^ 
^e fet apart for the * celebration of this, 
ceremony, as. alio, certain ftated hours in 
thefe months ; all which they obferve very 
carefully. They kindle the fire Hornam 
with the wood of Ravafitow, when the 
time for confumiiiatiag. the marriage is^ 
come. TheBramin pronounces the bene^ 
diftion, and then the bridegroom takes three; 
handfuls of rice, and throws it on the 
bride's head,, who, docs the fame by Him. • 

The 
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The bride's father thereupon clothes her 
in a dreft fuited to his condition, and 
wafhes. the" bridegroom's feet, whilft the 
bride's mother pours out the water. ThiSs 
being done, die father puts his daughter's 
hand in his own, puts water into it, fome 
pieces of money, and, giving it to the bride- 
groom, fays at the fame time^ " 1 now 
" confign you to the power of another, and 
** claim cio further authority oyer you.'* 

The tali, which is a ribbon with a gdd- 
en head h^ging to it, is kept in readinefs, 
and, being fhewn to the company, fbme 
prayers and benediftions are pronounced ; 
after which the bridegroom takes it and hangs 
it about the bride*s neck. This knot is 
what fecures himthepoffeffion df her,.'for 
before the tying on^ of the tali, all the 
other ceremonies might have been ren- 
der'd inefFeftual ; for it hais fometimes 
happened that, when th^ bridegroom was 
going tjo fix it on, the bride's father has 
difcover*d his diflatisfaftion at the bride- 
groom's gift,. wJiereupon another making 

a. 
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a more confiderable offer, has -carried fier 
off with the father's confcnt : but the mar- 
riage becomes indiffoluble the moment the 
tali is put on, and upon the death oif the 
hufb'and the tali is burnt v^ith him, to fig.- 
nify that the marriage-bands are broken* 
The whole marriage ceremonjr conclude^ 
with an entertainment, which the bride's 
father gives to their common friends ; dur- 
ing the five days of this feftivity aims are- 
given to the poor, and the fire Hornam is 
kept in. . 

On the leventh day the new-married 
couple fet out for the bridegroom's houfe, 
to which they frequently go by torch-liglit. 
The bride and bridegroom are carried in a 
fcdan, and pafs througli the chief ftreets of 
the city, attended by their friends, who 
accompany them on horfeback or mounted 
on elephants. . If; the bride's tender age 
makes confummation impoffible, her rela- 
tions don't leave her above, three or four 
days in her huftand's houfe, which being 
expired Ihe is brought back to that of her • 

father i. 



■ [ tip ] 

father ; but if fhe is arrived at puberty fbe 
ftriys with her hufband. 

The Bramins, or children of the Br^-: 
mins, no longer go by that name whea 
they are married, but afiuine the appella-^ 
tionof Grahaftas, . and qn th^t . oQcafion they 
add three ftrings more to th^- dfandem, 
which is a kind of little fhpuldei-belt made 
of three ftrings, each of which has nine 
threads of cotton, which the. Bramins only; 
are allowed to wear. 'Tis to be obferv'd^ 
that a child is not looked upoft as^Bramirt 
'till after he has received this belt in form* 
They are obliged ta increafe the dfandem 
ia the, above maaner every ten years, and 
at the birth of every child :• bat though the 
vedam ftriclly enjeins this.obfcrvance, tb^Y 
often neglect it. 

The Bramins, who are not albw'd to 
go with their ftomachs ba^e,. think themb 
fufficiently covered when they have got; 
thefc ftrings on. The above-mention- 
ed tliink it below the dignity of their 

cha- 
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rharafter to marry women of another cafff 
not but that fome of theiTJ, when they hap- 
pen to fall in love,, marry women of an: 
inferior caft^ when diflatlsfied with their 
father's choice. Bot their marrying a wo- 
man of the caft of the Soudras, or common 
people, is thought to be fb criminal an ac- 
tion, that if a Bramin happens* to have any^ 
children by fuch a one. He is excluded 
heaven as long as that unworthy race con- 
tinues upon earthy 

'Tis recorded in their Poranes or Chro^ 
nicies, that the Bramin Sandragoupeti Na- 
raia was feized with the deepeft affiidfcion 
when his ion Barthroukem, whom he had 
had by a wife of the caft of the Sbudras, 
had married three hundred wives,, conclud- 
ing that their numerous defcendants would 
deprive him of celeftial blifs for a long fer- 
ries of years. Inceft is one of the five fins 
that are pardoned with moft difficulty. 
The vedam, which has the fame authority 
among thtfe people as the biHe among 
us, condemns the man guilty of it, to- 

lofe 
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lofc the parts with which he committed the 
crimen and as -ihey will not fuffer the 
wound to be'drcflfed, the operation is al- 
ways followed by death-, but the woman 
«fcapes with impunity, it being taken for 
jgranted th^t flic was feduced by the maa. 

The degrees of confanguinity among 
them, arc pretty nearly the fame as amongfl: 
OS, excepting that they allow the marrying 
of two fitters. They mdce a diftinftipn 
between coufin-germans and nieces : a man 
may marry tlie daughter of his aunt by the 
father's fide, or their fitter's daughter: b^t 
were they to marry their unckle's daughter 
by the father's fide, or their brother^s 
daughter, the marriage would be looked 
upon as incettuous. The Soudras, who 
are lefs fcrupulous upon this head, marry 
their brother or fitter's daughter indiifer- 
-cntly. As polygamy is permitted by the 
vedam; that article is left to the diferetion 
of the four caftes,' and mention is made in 
the Poranes of fevend Bramins, whofe re- 
putation recdved no blemifli from a p}u« 

ralit^ 



rality of wives. When the Bramins marry, 
the people have notice of the wedding- 
day by a pandal, which is a kind of arbour 
or bower, riaifed before the door of young^ 
married people. 

When aBramin finds that his wife has 
violated her conjugal fidelity, he has it ii\ 
hik power to confine her at home, but mufl 
take care to keep his difgrace fecret fron\ 
the world. Some rather choofe to diflem- 
ble an affair of this nature, and guard a- 
gainft it for the future, efpecially if they 
love their wives, and are abfolutely bent 
upon ehjoying them. But when once the 
crinle becomes the objeft of public noto- 
nety, the'other Braynins cohfider the houfe 
as polluted, and refufe to eat or even to 
enter into it; in which cafe the hut. 
band prepares a feaft, and invites the Bra- 
mins and Sansjafiis to partake of it. 'Tis 
proper to explain, in this place, the term 
Sansjafiis -, it is the name of a very auftere 
fefit ; thofe who are of it affed a much 
greater abftinence than the other Bramins, 

ab- 
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abftaining from marriage, betel, and all 
pkafures in gener^: t^cy make but one 
med a'dajTj'and live 6ii alms. The Bra- 
xnins then, and Sansjafiis being invited, 
the adultercfs waits • upon riic^ guefts on 
this occafion : ,and when once the Bramins 
have Vouchfafed tb take any viftuals ffom 
her, the reft of the company make no 
fchiplc to follow theif ^^ample : and when * 
this is done, the hqlband is allowed to 
keep his wife as before, without incurring 
any infamy. 
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chafed wives, miftreffes, and concubines, 
rare only looked upon as fervants to this 

governefs or head of the family. The 
^tle of mother belongs to her alone, and 

it is for her death alone that the children 

of the others go into mourning. 

. We are told in Purchases Extrafts of Voy- 
• ages, that the wives of inferior, rank raile 
ifliie for their miftreffes, juft as the hand- 
maids did amongft the antient patriarchs, 
<whofe 'wives fuffered them to be delivered 
upon their laps. The concubines of China, 
are made ufe of to propagate the family, 
which end being anfwercd, they are liabk 
rto be treated by the lawful wife as Hagar 
-r\<ras by > Sarah. . We are^ farther informed, 
that th^ father of a familyy when he finds 
himfelf over-burthened. by children, and 
•does not care todiminlfti his ftock of wives, 
makes .no fcruplc of felling the former for 
^we^i as we do, cattle. Some parents, 
indeed, ^s foon as they find themfelves in 
:Qircumftaoces, redeem their childrert, be- 
ing poifefe'd of a privilege of repurchafing 
; , , ^' them 
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them- at the price £pt .which they, fold 
them. , ' . ■; 

'Tis cuftomary amongft the Chinefe foP 
a youth, who makes overtures to a young 
woman and meets witji fuccefs, to make 
the bride's fafher a prefent proportioned to, 
his circumftances. It has been thought by 
fome, that the univerfal report of travel- 
lers that the Chinefe are accuftomed to 
buy. their wives, may have, owed its rife to 
this pra6lice. 'Tis, however, generally 
acknowleged xhat the Chinefe fathers re- 
quire fome depolit when they di.fpofe of 
their daughters. The bride's father is. 
likewife obiigc-d to give her fome houfehold- 
goods and a fum of money, according to 
his abilities, befides fervants to attend her, - 
which may be looked upon as an equivalent 
for the purchafe mon^y paid him by the 
bridegroom. The lover mjakes his miftrefs 
a prefent of. fome jewck, and other things^ 
of value, after thefe previous fteps, which 
may be properly looked upon as the plight- 
ing their .troth to. each other, have been 
G 2 xai^^s.. 
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tak#n. Wh#n flic has uAd him her name, 
aftrologcrs have recourfe to the fecrets of 
their arts, in order to choofe an aufpicious 
day for the cdcbrafion of the nuptials. All 
the eflfefts of the bf idc are carried out of 
her father's houfe^ in a fdemn and public 
manner^ on the wedding-eve. 

To conclude: the bridegroom, on his 
wedding-day, goe^ out to meet the bridct 
who is carried in a fort of Ktter. In fome 
.provinces fituated towards the fouth, the 
bridegroom fends a chair to his bride in the 
night-time -, this chair, which opens on the 
outfide, is attended by fevcral friends and 
relations, all plentifully provided with 
.fenthoms and ffambeaux. 

- AMbNtssr thefe ccrertionies of the Ghi*^ 
Bcffe, there is- one Worthy of notice-, and 
Aat is, that ^ foon as the bride quks her 
6wn mother flie is clofe locked tip in thit 
thair, the key of which is lent direftly ta 
ter morficr-in-law, who, upon the bride's 
terhral at the bridegroom's houfe, opens. 

the 
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the chair, and prefents the Wy to her fori. 
The /oUowfng ceremony is no lefs re^ 
markftbie r wheri the :pricfts behpki the 
bride at a diltance> they Shsv her fcvcral 
golden plates ibaped like hidf moons ; theic 
they prefent to her, wiftiing at the fame 
time, ihu ihe may iiot {rove a3 bokk And 
kiconftant a^ the pl9sie< they xeprefent. 
The Chinefe have ^at fakh' u> thefe 
baubles, and flatter dieihielves that they 
are endued with a virtue capable of i^ur^ 
log to them the tove and affeiftion ofthtit 
wives. After this the new^married oou^ai 
repair to fymc pagod, wJ)ere fatting upoa 
their knees before the images of tlieir an^^ 
oeilors, they pay them a kind af nriigioua 
adoration; they &om thence wit^uicawta 
a leparate apartment, in wder to pay their 
filial refpefts to their parents, as their duty 
requires/ • The bride is tltra coiiducled by 
her mother-in-law and attendants to tho 
chamber prepared for her, where (he is t^ 
Uve retire4 from the fight of all mankind 
but her huiband. Slie is furniihed witH 
iievai^l Qngiag bdid$,^anduagi«eablei lap^- 
^w • G 3 - ^^^ 
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dogs, to aimife her in this retirement. 
*Tis faid that thfc emperor of China caufes 
the lady, whom he intends to honour a5 
a bride, to be ftriftly examined by the 
:moft ikitfui matrons: it is not enough 
that fhe be young, virtuous,^ aftive, witty; 
and beautifuh Thefe experienced exami- 
ners furvey her leaked from head to foot^ 
and pry into her^moft concealed qualifica-^ 
tions. And when they -have made an act 
curate fcrutiny into all hor defe6ts,and per-? 
felons, .they make her run' tiH fhc is hot 
a©d- almoft out of breath, that they may 
form a right judgement of the good or ill 
quality of her fweatr fince, fhould it have 
an oflFenfive fcent, it would be fuiSicient to 
difqualify the lady for the honour intend^ 
cdher* 

.There is fbmeKhing, no lefs remarkable, 
in the manner of beftowing a hufband pn a 
princefs of the blood royal. When fhe is 
to be married, twelve young gentlemen, 
of about eighteien years of age, are chofen v 
thefe mufi: be endued, with th£ |iighe£bde^ 
^ - gpcc 
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gree of fprightlineft and a'aivity.- The' 
prindefs is concealed in an apartment of the- 
palace, to *" which thefe candidates are 
brought ; fhe is atieafure to fee and furvey ' 
them without the leaft danger of being 
feen or interrupted in her examination!^ 
At lafl fhe pitches upon two of them» 
whom fhe caufes to be prefented to the 
emperor, that his imperial majefly may be- 
gracioufly pleafed to nominate one of them 
for his fon in law. In this country, there- 
fore, a young gentleman who has received 
extraordinary endowments from- nature,- 
has good grounds to entertain hopes of • 
advancing his fortune fooAer or later. ^ 
*Tis not fo eafy to determine whetherthc 
Roman ladies* who, if we may belitfve 
Juvenal and Petronius, were experienced 
judges in the fame way, had likew fe the 
liberty to examine the fhape and^ featua^es* 
of their lovers; or whether- they- had any 
other expedient which might anfwcr this 
purpofe, as well as this cuftom eftablifhed • 
in favour of the Chinefc princefles. AH 
that is known . conc^rning^ tkeai is, 'that * 
* G 4 ^^^K^ 



tEi^tade was in general very ysR^ and dat 
thfsj paid very well for the choke they made^ 
Thift is evident from that paflage 4>f Ju^^r 
naL luho tells u$, that many men in his^ 
time,, made &rtrunes. by their cooceal'4 
abUiues. Thus in latyr 

^um tuUt ad c^lum vePul^ veftcabeuiien. 

And again. 

Cum te fummoveant qui fefiamenta mn m tuK 
moBibus.. 

But, upOR^ mature deltberatibn^ the rights 
and privileges of the Chinefe princefiT^ can-^ 
ilpt prc^rly be compared to the RcutnaiL 
pf:aS:Lee, nor tx> thofe dHbovenes which. 
ioffkc ladies in France,^ and elfewhere, hav^ 
madieamon^ thdnr valets^tind coaclkmenix 
after having made a review of alUheir gair 
i^n^ fr^HSd the king dp^n to. the, porter* 

Dappfk ^forins U8, that the Chinefe are 
not allow'd to marry whilft they ar« in 
mourning for their parents ; and when ^ 
iuddeaiDid uncxpedsd death hafjpens in h 

femily. 
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family, it puCS4i <ftop to ^U farmer eagigu 
meats ; fo-that a:nian»wiio b cv^n betroth^ 
ed or fidetnly prpmil^, in cafe of the death 
of hi^ father or mother, is otliged to defer 
the marriage till the mouroirig he over,. 
Hence it often times com^ xo pais diat^ 
^ter ^he. corps of ^h&deceafcd. has b^n irtr 
ierr'd (which is not vtiil &vcral months 
^teri^is death) ajid^^t^e time of mournings 

^^ .e;Kpi^:ed, *he icelations pf the party pro- 
mifedgiyeithe yQung l^dy a ffi^e Jiberty ifi 
:TOriting.to iparry wljepvertflT^^tiiinksipir^ 
fcx: ithe jdlatiQO^.it^;^Jhe iiaf^p^jd-^r^jp 
fddom.maikeany oew wjity.tijl tl^e timp 
:#f ipQ^imUig. jtS ei^pfed. ' T^ey {then writf 
.*> therypi^g gfijo^cpi^^ ^^ |;^ve .J)i^ ^p 
jpyka^^n r^.repe^y i^ foimqr ,engi^- 
jl^e'^ts^.. if -ijic deryies.this.tJjie^jf^jpQ^^^ \s; 
,i^(9lutcly difcharged^ j 

•• . . » 
Both feipes are alike obliged by the law. 

,6500^ rHWnjers .aftd.dec<^{p^e ^fq.^jch 

^qnd^d to by tltf qj, that .jt ^.wnffc^i5C{i 

,4^s,a (jrUwe-tp marry whilft any near r>ej^ti9n 

^ in priion i and he .w|io hr^^ this \^y(% 

G 5, '" is 



is obnoKtous to the fatncpunifluneht as an* 
unnatural and inhuman fom Their widows 
arc at liberty to many again. HoweVer 
ladies of quality, tho' ever fo young and 
gay, dare feldom attempt a fecond alliance; 
They are obliged to givea proof of their 
virtue, by living retired with their fathersr 
in^aw in the flavifhftate: <^ celibaq^ 
How unreafonaWe is this point of honour, 
which ftifies the voice of nature in a widow 
whofe ineKnadons corref][)ond with her 
warmeft di^tes! If^ indeed, the inftinft 
by which one fex is prompted to wifh for 
the fociety of the other, could be totaUy 
eradicated by the lofs of a hufband, the 
fituationr of fuch a woman would feeih 
lefs deplorable. There i^, however, fome 
reafon to imagine, that their ^cafe is com- 
paflTionated by fome charitable and weU- 
diipofed perfons. 

yfs arc informed, moreover, that a youifg 
adsf feldom cares to marry a widower. 
^ huiband has power hot only to put aw*y 
ifis wife when guUtj^ of adultery, but !to 

diipofc 



difpofe of her to whom he pleafes, An^fcuy 
another. He is not, however^ allowed.itQ 
expofe her to falc without very good . rea^, 
fons: and if he (hou!d prefunne fo to- dp* 
both buyer and feller are obnoxious tp a 
fevere punifliment ; »but this, nbtwi thftand- 
ing, the firft hufband is under noobhgation 
to take her again. 

Though the Chinefe have been thought 
to carry their jealoufy a great length, they 
have one cuftom which feems to be a re- 
markable exception to. it 5 and that is, /that 
Xome of them marry with no other intent 
but to be coniplaifant husbands ;: and thefe, 
lif we may believe 'Father leComte, are fo 
eafy and indulgent, that they. give their 
wives free liberty to grant the laft favour 
to whoever they think proper: ;nay, that is 
the very condition upon which they marry, 
and thofe of the fraternity (for there is a 
fraternity of this nature, eftablifhed in 
China) have no right to hinder any liber- 
tine from frequenting their houfesi, apd 
cuckolding them, at pl^afure... T.hi^fe»fa- 
G 6 milies 
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ftiiKes, liotrevtr, are fo tniKh dilpifed, 
and fo notcM-touHy fcandalous in China9 
that their children can never hc^ for pro- 
motion, or be put into the poflcffion o^ 
any public office- ivhatfoever, let thc^r mcrifi 
ami cdents be eyerfo great*. 
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CHAR XXJlh 
Marriage Car£monia.af; th, Pirjumfi. 

INCEST wa^&rmcrly not ipe^dy *(j^ 

ckrgjr oi Pcufia fey »he (M^. £>r. Piii- 
deaux, in his.ktlWiV' #f>dbe Jew;s»iafQrn»i> 
w, that fuch of the £u:erdotal tribe as were 
^ning firoitt a foh manded te-hts y«pojthcr^ 

Ac ;fidyai«qed l» eceleifiafljcal^ digmsie^ and; 
prdermonos. 3tiis.Lup:etiwr€;($if^^ b. 
^tfiefqUomog wrj(e;:: 

Tfam magus ex fnatrCj '& mta gignatur- 
opcrtet. 

In lihis Zocoafter ^cd' the jpart ijF a politi- 
cian, Imowing that fhe Pccfian mouarchs^ 
;liad a ftrong inclinaflon that way, and; 
therefore lie eonateoanced the prbrecution 
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<^ fiich amours, the better to eftablifli iiis 
intended reformation, as this piece of 
complaifance could not fail c^ foothkg 
their confciences, when they .found them4 
felves allowed to gratify their favouri(!e' 
paflions by the precepts of their religion. 

The priefts are at prefent allowed ID 
marry but one wife, unlefs (he prove bar^ 
ren: when that happens it is lawful for 
them to ti&e another, in order to have 
ifrue,but that not withmi^ the appn^dcm 
and confent of the firft wife. 
-' • . • • ■ • 'y.^ v- 'K' * ' ■ • '■^•■ 

If we may be illow'd to form a jud^ 
mcnt fiar Perfian irifveii, from the coAdu^t 
.of thofe of Eurc^pe^ w^ may reafonal^ 
-conclude, that few ^* diem afe ib gqqd- 
natured as to forego *l?eH>'cpi^«ga| rig^ 
in favour pf anothejC \m^<thQ -^peciggs 
pretence of their own barrennefs.; -i ; .' ; 

The Gaures pr Gu^ebres, fhe etymofe- 
gical fenfe of ^ which (ermjs infidels or ttft- 
bclievcrsy, w^^ tUe , :i>aBjJ! j givqf*;,. t^j tljKjfe 

who 



YVfto retained ti^c religion of the M^gia 
iv;hen after the defeat of Yefdezerd, the 
JjUbPerfian monarch who profefled it, the 
Mahpmetan.ca'iphsr refolved to propagate 
their own fuperftition, by the fword ; the 
Gaures, I fay, are foUicitQus about nothing 
mor^ than getting a nunierous ofF-fpring. 
This they call adding numbers to the faith- 
ful; and,, according to their belief, fuch 
iacrfcafe of jiheir proline ftock will be im- 
puted to them as a merit, provided they^ 
iare lawfully begottoiL' 

" •'y.,-. ■ * . .. ■ • •" • ■ 

The Mubads, or eciclefiaftical fuperin* 
tehdants, and the Archimagi's, or fove- 
ft^igfi pontifis of the Magi, are not how- 
*jver' at liberty to many a fecond wife. 
^is cuftom^^ thcfc CO folemnize: mar- 
'rbgesf in churches i and after the parents on 
bc^ fides have confented to the matc^, 
and fettled the btide's dowry, &c the 
prieft who is to perform the ceremony, 
tattfiei^ aiid confirms all the marriage arti- 
cles^ and gives them a-Ueffing fuitable |o 
'the occafiont^V that is, he wiihes them a 
^^!.' lon^ 



Ibiig 'Bfe and a numerous tfTue. 'W^ mtit 
not doubt but he adds 4iis. praycrs^br Ae 
long continuance of their mutual pfoce 
and tranquility. This laft is an -etkmd 
point, every married coupk ovght to make 
&ch a wifli the chief fubjed^cf their^cu-- 
iatory devottoas. P^haps,. however, thifi 
prayer, which muft he aHow'd^o be more 
©eceffary than any other 'whflff(Q€iv^, majc 
"be the mofl: neglefted-of all; 

To return to our »toigpft;. iwhca ithe 
bride is given to>the bridegroom, the prielt 
throws gra£ on >botAi iriieir i^cads, lights x. 
fire -and, aft^ ha^ringided the hen^Siofitheir 
garments toge^eher^ leaUs tbam iBQun4 it kt 
proceffion. An degiani/enfmaidiment ^^ 
Mfiufomems of vamoiiifisliURd^SiacKOfl^^^an^ fhe^ 
'«remony,>buiiiie eoaapaxLyiOeirdrt^afi^ciiS' 
4he bouAds <af moderation^; nilbody^drkiks^ 
'to exoefs; no 'Imuttjr difoiiurfl* jnaf. 'mdsh 
,<wicf>cif janylkinri^is Ajeratod* .iNo;9iiiO€r 
i3 /looked lUpoD inia.iQfire i^^w .liglKs >^^ 
f unilhed jodore Jctver^ijr iCb^\d^!U8k^nj(fc;is :: 



tfte peribir guilty of k is even Kajbfe to caei 
communication. 

- Drurkekkess was ercr held in the ut- 
ttioft deteftation by thcPcrfians ; infomuch^ 
tdiat the Sophies themfelves were not al*; 
lowed to carou& and drink, to accefs above 
once in a twelvemonth. 

LoA D , in his hiftory of the religion of the 
antient Perlians, informs us, that the Gaiires> 
admit of five different kinds oflawful marria- 
ges. Flrft, that of children who are not o£ 
age. Secondly, that of widowers with a fe« 
QQndwi&. Thirdly, that of a nun^oirwAmai]^ 
iRho mames hj choice^ afid withoyt aoy^ 
cecomoiendadon of fmtHk*. " Foyr^jr,. 
that of a yotmg periCUa whp tdQ^ in a ftatc: 
of celebacf : whea that lidppen« xhe inw^ 
riage i^ ible^mswi a isw days la^ftex th^ 
death of thfi^l^erfonv it bfin^ a; J^eceivcd 
opinioa amoBgiit dfu; Giaur^ fthap the 
marriage <(faite i%. of all ^e)?s», ^ hap*^ 
plcft in she B w wftriid, •Tis j>reilijtne4s 
ha.vcver> that earthly hufbands willnever^ 

A 
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€Qvy them the tranfports and extafies that 
refult from thence. Fifthly, thatof marriage^ 
by adoption, which may be properly fo 
called when any one ftands father to the 
perfon adopted, and the pcrfon made choice; 
of for her partner. 

The marriage is always celebrated very' 
late, generally about midnight. The 
bridegroom and the bride feat themfdves 
clofe by each other on a bed, two hyf- 
bads, or priefts, fit over ag'ainft them, and 
on each fide of the pricfts^ fit the relations' 
with their hands full of rice, as being the 
emblem of fruitfulnefs. The prieft con- ' 
ccrned for the bridegroom, lays the fofe 
finger of his right hand oh the bride's fore-/ 
head, and puts the quefl:ion to her ; Wilt ' 
thou have this man to be thy wedded hufc 
band? She anfwers. Yes: and then thjC 
prie ': concerned for her, alks the bride- 
groom whether he will have her for his 
wedded wife, who anfwers in the afiirma- 
tive. They then join hands, and the 

bride-* 
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bridegroom gives his bride forne few- 
jpiece's of g6ld to confirm the contrift, 
knd' prove that hb will, for the fiiture, 
provide for her upon -all occafions. After 
this a large quantity of rice is ftrew'd over- 
their heads. Then the priefts and relations 
blefs them, and pray for their health and 
happinefs. The whole ceremony is per- 
formed before the firie. 

The Sadder, which is an abridgment 
of the Zenda or Zeiidevafta^ a coUeftion 
of twelve voluriies, which contained the 
doftrine of Zoroafter .enjoins them cx- 
prefly to marry very^ yotmg, and to take 
to wife no woman that is not of their re- 
ligion : for it is alledged that fuch will be 
obedient to their hulbands, and aflcnt to 
every thing they fay or do, without mur- 
mer or reply. f 

Were it true that paflive obedience 
and non-rcfiftance are better praftifed by 

wives 
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wires amongft the Gaure$ than in my 
othcx nation, it would, doubtlefs, occft- 
Hon a multitude of apoilacie^ ^nd prpve 
of dangeroua ccoifequencc m t^c wh^t 
religions* 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Marriage. Ceremonies cf the Japanefe^ 

THE JapaiTcfc, generally i|>eakingy 
marry but one wife; but to make 
tip for this," they are allowed to turn her ofF 
whenever they think proper, and that on 
the flighteft and moft trivial occafions* 
JLeft Ihc fliould boaft of having enriched 
her hulband, or accommodated his affairs^ 
ftie never brings any fortune \ fo great is 
the vanity of the Japanefc, and fo nite ari 
they with regard to punftilios of honoun 
There is, notwithftanding, a fceming in- 
confiftencyin their charafter, notwithftand- 
ing the crofs^ and o^r capital punifh- 
ments, to which thofe who defraud the 
public expofc thcmfelves. They are fo verjr 
<»vetous and difho»eft, that they are cmeiy 
4ay deteftcd in intttrctft pradices* How- 
eve*, 
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ever, they feldom yield to the temptation 
arifing from a wife with a large fortune. 

The cafe is very different with us; our 
numberlefs neceflities render us craving and 
avaricious •, and there are few young fel- 
lows that marry but might fay with 
ypung F^ion in the comedy. Let us once 
make fure of the hpufe, and thea the Devil. 
may run away with the heirefs : we only 
Ipeak here the fentiments of too many huf- 
hands, who feenito regulate their condud, 
entirely by-the maxim of Dorimant, 

The wife will find a difference in our fate, 
yoii .wed a woman, I a good cllate,. 

Thele have feldom any other view in mar- 
rying but to advance their credit and.re-^ 
putation in the worlds and gratify their own. 
inclinations, witl\out the leaft- regard for.. 
tlieir deaxwfpoufes, whom theyaf^e eiyoined 
to refpeft, love and cherifh, by gratitude 
as well as religion : fhould a Japanefe bride, 
by accident, bring any money, or other 

va- 
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valuable cffeift^, beftowed on her by her 
hufljand's relations, into his houfe^ he never 
fails to return them the next day. 

• Their- divorces admit of feveral very 
confideraWe .exceptions.,. *Tis not cufto- 
•mary for perfons of quality in Japan to put 
away their wives ; but, lipfan the leaft dif- 
guft received, they fuper-add new ones to 
the firlt, by way of revenge. 

The wives of Japan are faid to be very 
tradable and coniplaifant, and this is thought 
to be owing to their dread of thefcandal of 
being divorced or difrefpcdted: When a 
.wife diflionaurs the marriage- bed, her hut 
band has a privilege to put her to death : 
-nay, fo very rigid are they upon this head, 
that if a wife be catched by her huJband in 
familiar converfation with another man, 'ds 
looked upon as criminal, ' and an aftion 
worthy, of -death: even unmarried ladies, 
at leaft fuch as have received ^ fuperior edur 
cation, are fubjefit to the laws enadted Zr 
gainft adultery and fornication : the viola- 

tloa 



^^nom of their diallhy is not thought to l^e 
iufficiently expiated hf bifliihmcnt, con*- 
finement to a doifter, «r cvctt the houfe 1^ 
<:orre<9:ion : thefe cxtraordiflary penaltieiK 
put the Japanefe ladies io much upon their 
{(uard, that the pradke «f mode% beconies 
iiabittial to them; and fo great is their 
defpair Upon a lofs of their honour, di^ugk 
it fhould be even raviffaed from them by 
force, that they do not (crupk to lay violent 
iiands upon themfelves. 

The wives <j£ tlieir^irinces 4md noble^ 
men are coined to a kind of feraglio, but 
^ot as ftridUy as amongft the Mahometans^ 
fmce they now and than have ieave to re- 
ceive a vifit fi^m their .neareft i^^n^ 
The matrons who attend thefe ladies are 
reiponfibie ifor ^ehr condu^ and virtue : 
^he tediDttfiie& of perpetualconfinement in 
^e feragiio is,, ia fome meafuti^ olleyiaoed 
by a variety of amufementf v nothing -^ih 
pableof pteafing tiiei^ye,. orchar»ik|g'4ihft 
^ar and tailc^ 4$ denied the ladies. 

With 
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With regard to their nuptial ceremoriies, 
\re are informed that the Japanefe are very 
particular and e:&a£k about the age of the 
bride aid bridegroom^ any cottfidcrablc 
difparity between them is looked upon as 
an unfurmountable obftacle to the match%. 
They follow the example of the Chinefe in 
making itiarriage-corttraAs fbf their chil- 
dren when very young, which contrafts 
they are bound to fulfil when of a proper 
age for cohfummatiom Wlien fuch con- 
ftraint is put upon the inclinations of a 
woman, it jeems furpriang that (he can 
prefcrvc her chaftity, but -fear of punilh- 
ment, and the force of habit, get the better 
of their natural relu&ance; < 

It has bcsen obfefved above, that the 
kufband accepts of neither portion nor 
prcfent with his wife; but, on his fide the 
cafe is altered, for, when the marriage is 
ovet, you fhall generally meet with car- 
riages in his retinue, baded with plenty of 
provifions and prefents for the relations of 
the bride. Hence it appears, that girls 
H ^x^ 
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are by no means a charge to a Japancfe fa- 
mily. ' The jointure which the bridegroom 
before marriage obliges himfclf to allow 
his intended bride, is the only cuftom 
anaongft us which has any refemblance to 
this praStice. 

. We thnii now proceed to gfivc the reader* 
a defcription of the marriage ceremony it- 
fclf. The bridegroom . and the bride go 
out of towm by two diflSbrent waysj each 
attended by 4 rcfpc<aive retinue, and meet 
at, the foot of a certain hill agneed uponr 
by. both. In the, bridegroom's retimie^arc 
the carriages mentioned above, together 
with all his friends and relations. Being 
arrived at the "^hill, to the top of which 
they afcend by ftairs>tnade for rhat purpofe, 
they there enter a tcaat, and icat ,theinfclTe* 
on oppdite fides, like ahibafiador» af- 
iismbled to make, a treaty ofpeaise. The 
parents of both parries place themfelves 
behind the bride,v^d a hand of muiic 
lange.thcmielves behind the hcidegroot?^ 
but ^ withguc the vesge a( the tentr. The 

retinue 
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retinue of bath parties Tfn^n.b^te:^ Jjt the, 
f^ot of the hUh tlif bride af^c} bridktgr^iam . 
zken t^p flapibt^iix in xhmt h^Pids^ ^n^) 
prefent thett>felv^.8 before the God (>f iwftr- 
riage, whp 13 pl^fi^d upon m .alter it\«Te: 
this idpl is reprcjfentfwi yijh tht^i fefftd iif n, 
dog, wI^eH is * jiv^ly €nMcm.\^fyl^ h^r^ 
cipfocaj iiWdky r^iiifit^ in -tl^lfrmms^ 
ftate : the tiring in kli h^T^sj^ tfif^ndsA tfi^ 
denote thefoFce and obligsiwn ^£its bwd^ r 
the. bc?i?p^; wh^fe frwiiflefe lit ir^iperfomn. 
the marriage ceremony, tak^fhis; jfl^^r 
hard by the God^ and between the two 
parties : leveral lighted \mff^ we f^ged 
at a fmall diftance from th^ te^^r %t Qn^4f 
thcfe fhf: ^jridc lights the Q^mhem^j t?^itfo 
(he holds 11^ hqr b$nd, ^ {he,jgtn(&ttn^'^>' 
t«ing catkin wftrdu ^i^tle4 t<> hfeffijyshe^ 
boi>zc: the bridegroom th^n lighto hi$ 
flatnbeau by that of hi^s f^jWe bri4e<* '^ud 
acclamations of joy aGCGftppanjr.^h^fgarc of 
the ceremony, aiad all the fiiendpi^d. il- 
lations of the new^m^rrkd couple , then/ 
prefent pay them their f:oip^^une^u of 
C6ngratulation : at the fame time the bonze 
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difmifles. them mkh his blefling, ^ and their 
attendants make a large bonfire at the f6ot 
of the hill, into which they tfirow all the 
toys and play- things with which the youn^ ■ 
bride, before marriage, was accuftomed to 
amlife hcrfelP. Others fhew her a diftaff 
and fome flaJCi to flgrlify that from thence 
ftifwafd the pi^ident management of her 
fiimily-iffairs fliould be the chief objedt of 
her attention : the folemn facrificc^of two 
oxen to thetjod of -marriage concludes the 
whtft^ oefemony. ' > • ; ' •■ 

^TT'HE hcw-married couple then fetiirn 
hom^,- attended by their retinues, and the- 
bride^is-crtndufted to her huflband's houfe, 
whefe'Jftitf' finds e^ery robm in the* moft 
exkftyofd^jr, and fiiraiftied iii the gayeft 
manner^;, flowers and greens are ftrewed 
upon th6 pavement and the threlhold, whilft 
B,ti ^teiraif blind of joy and pleafure feems 
pt^mifed by^thief flags and* ftreamers waving 
on'the*httufe-t6p-, perhaj^s th^ parties may 
not find themfelves difappointed during the 
'■•'■'-'■• ■ time 
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time of the nuptials, which kft eight 
days. 

We meet with feveral cuftorps. obferved 
by other nations, that have a ftrildng,i;e- 
femblancc to the marriage qeremony wljich 
we have juft defcribed. The nuptial torch 
ufed by the Greeks and Romans, has a 
ftriking conformity to the flambeaux of 
the Japanefe : the moft confiderable dif- 
ference is j that, amongft the RojnanSy this 
torch was carried before the bride- by one 
of her virgin attendants; ^and, amongft the 
Greeks, that office was perfornied by the 
^ bride's mother: the diftaff, likewife, was 
ibewn to. the Roman ladies as well as the 
jap^nefc, . to give them to. underftand that 
the miftrefs of a family ought always to be 
diligent and induftrious : the circumftanbe 
of burning the toys and play-things of a 
Japanefe bride, is not unlike that Roman 
pra6lice taken notice of by Virgil and others, 
of the new-married couple's throwing nuts 
to the children, to intimate that they re- 
nounced all childifh amufements : 

H 3 Sparges 
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sparge marife nuceSy HH dgferit Utfptrns 
octam. 

Was enc of the antients to Atfzznt on 
modem cuftoms as we do on thdirs, 'tis 
probable he would make this fhirewd db- 
fcrvatibn, that the Catholicks had fubftituted 
fvigar-plvtmbs in the room of nuts. The 
antients, wiio were as fond as they oi alle- 
gories and myfteries m their' religious ccrc- 
nipnies, difGovcicd" n^any otfer Unportant 
afiufioHS in thefe nuts, as the reader may 
find, if he will but give himfelf the troubk 
to cohfiilt the authors who hatr treated of 
^is parti<jular-rfubjeft. The l^^eUHtization 
of Che rtttptial' eetrniony in i teht, which 
the Japantffe ' have ' jti ce^rtintcm ^ wirfi the 
Jews, at leaft: with thofc of Qermany^ may 
be added to this conformity of cuftoms. 
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^ CHAP. XXV. 
Adarriage Ceremonies of the Greeks. \ . j 

THE particular ceremonies and preli- 
minaries to marriage in ufe amongft 
the Greeks, are as fingular and remarkable 
as, thofe of other nations. 

We fliall begin with defcribing thpfc 
which may be properly ternied reli^ous, 
and then proceed to give an account q£ 
fuch as are purely civil and worldly. 

In the marriage office there is a prayer 
for the bride, who :s to be muffled up in a 
veil or hood. Such as arc dilpofed to unite 
in the bands of wedlock, make dieir ap- 
plications to the prieft as foon as mafs is 
over, for the folemnization of their nup- 
tials. The bridegroom Hands on the right 
H 4 hand 
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hand, and the bride on the left: two ringy^ 
one of gold, the other of filver, are placed 
near one another on the right fide of the 
communion-table, the latter pointing to- 
the right hanjel; and the former to the left : 
the prieft who performs the ceremony, 
makes feveral croflcs upon the bride and 
bridegroom, puts lighted wax- tapers in 
their hands, purifies or incenfes them ih 
the form of a crofs, and accompanies them 
to the temple : the choilr arid' the deacon 
alternately befeech Heaven that the bridfe 
and bridegroom may prove fuccefsful in 
all their undertakings, and be bleflM witft 
a numerous and hopeful ifliie : the prayers 
being fiinflied, the^ prieft prefcnts the gold 
ring to the bridegroom, and the filver one 
to his fpoufe, repeating three times, I join 
N and N, thefe fervants of the Almighty, 
here prefeni;> in the name of the Father, 
&c. When he has pronounced this form 
of words, he makes the fign of the croft 
over their beads with the rings, before he 
puts them on the proper fingers of the 
right hand :. then the paranymph, or bride- 
man,^ 
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man exchanges thefe two rings, and tl\c 
prieft repeats a long prayer, in which the 
virtue and dignity of the nuptial ring ar^ 
typically compared .to Jofeph's riag,.an(^ 
to that of Daniel and of Thamar, . 

While the bride and. bridegroom are 
crowned, the fame .prieft accompanies the 
ceremony vith feveral benedidtions, and 
other emphatical prayers. The bride- 
groom and bride then enter the church, 
with lighted wax tapers in their hands; 
the prieft with his cenfer, marches in pro* 
ceffion before them, finging the 128th 
Pialm, which; confifts of a promife to tlie 
faithful Jews of a fruitful and happy mar^* 
riage. At the end of eveiy verfe, the con- 
gregation repeats " Glory be to the father, 
" and to the fon, &c." ,The Pfalms being 
ended, the deacon refumes the prayers, and 
the choir makes the ufualfefponies* 

If after fo many folemn vpws and mov- 
ing prayers, wherein all £^ bleffings con- 
ferred on Abraham, Ifaac, and the patri- 
H 5 archs, 
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archs, on Zachtias artd Elizabeth, the fa- 
ther and naother of St. John the baptift, 
are particularly fpecifiedj if after all thefe 
bleffings; I fat, the ncw-mandcd couple 
fhould find the yoke nneafyi and finccrely 
repent of their engagement, how can their 
misfominc beothcrwilcaccQtmtedfor, than^ 
by fuppoGng that the work of rd^on is 
marred and corrupted, through, the depra- 
vity and weaknefs of human nature ? When* 
riicfc prayers are over the pricfl fees, the 
crown on the- bridegroom's head, fayingy. 
** This man, the fervant of the Lord, is 
crowned in order to be macried to this 
woman.*** He then crowns* the bricfcj an* 
Repeats the fame form> which is followed 
by a triple bleffing, proper leflbns^ and fe* 
veral prayers: after this a chalice 19 filled: 
with wrne, and the pricft, having uttw^d a 
benctfiftionrover iff, prcfents it tathe bride* 
groom and bride; he then takes off their 
crowns, and the ceremony concludes with. 
iSL prayer accompanied wifh a fuitable bene- 
diftion, and fevferri compliments, to? the 
new-onaiTiCdtou]^: •...::. 
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. The Greeks have foxne regulations corr- 
cerning marriage, whicli are not to be 
found in any ether nation. A prieft that 
marries a fecond wife forfeits his title to 
the priefthood, and is ever after confider'd 
as a layman. A layman that marries a 
fourth wife, incurs a total excommunica.- 
tion from the church- 

A MAN that has buried hfe^ third wife^ 
is under a neceflity of continuing a lay- 
widower, or entering himfelf a member of 
fome convent,. This fevere prohibition is 
afcribed to. a very Angular notion of the 
Greeks; namely, that a fourth marriage 
is downright polygamy; 

Threjs fubfequent marriages are not 
looked upon ia the fame light by the 
Greeks, who, by a fophiftical evafion 
which is i^dxcc intelligible^ infills that po< 
lygamy confifts of three copulatives, ;yid 
that three maraiage$ make but one plu- 
rality and a unity. A much better reafon 
is aflSgncd for tliis cufl»m by Ricaut, and 
H6 ' that 
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that iSj that the cuftom in qucftion fc 
grounded on the fe verity of the antienr 
Greek church, which profcnbcdf all fenfual- 
enjoytnents with the utmoft rigour v and 
fome of the primitive Others carried- their 
auileritjr fo for, as to make no manner of 
allowance for a man*s naniraJ conftitution, 
the climate he lived in, or any other 
confideration whatever-, and many mo- 
dern religionrfts are, in all refpefts, as rigid 
as they were. 

TouRNEFORT, in his voyage to theLc'- 
vant, gives us a defcription of a wedding 
that he himfelf faw at Mycone, which we 
fliall here lay before the reader, becaufe 
the ceremonies of it feem to differ in feve- 
tal circumftances from thofe juft before- 
mentioned. To this, I fhall add that 
given us by Spon •, and, by comparing both 
together,' the reader will be enabled to 
form a complete idea of the civil cuftoms 
of the Greeks, wirii regard to their nup- 
tial folcmnities. " We accompanied, fays 
Toumefort, the bride and bridegroom to 

church 



churchy with their fponfers or godfathers 
and godmothers* When the bride is the 
eldeft daughter they have ufiially three or 
four. He obferves, that the eldeft daugb- 
ter is always in the hi^^ieft favour with 
her parents. If a father is poflcfs'd of ten 
thoufand crowns, he gives one half of it ta 
his eldeft daughter, and diftributcs the re- 
mainder amongft his other children^ ia 
equal portions. I could not, fays he, guefe 
at the true reafon for their obfervance of 
that cuftom. 

When the prleft had received the conn- 
paay at the church door, he required the 
reciprocal confent of bochr parties^ and piit 
garlands of vine-leaves, embelliftied witb 
ribbons and kce, upoa their heads. He 
then took two rings which lay upon the 
communion table, and put them on their, 
fingers; that is to fay, a gold one on the 
bridegroom's, and a filver one on the 
bride's, faying, "This man, &c;*' accord- 
ing to the form before-nientioncd. Thefe 
rii^ were interchanged by him abow 

thirtY 
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tUrtydmes over. during the ceremoflTf. In 
putting the bride's upon the finger <^ the 
l}ridegroom, he &id» *'This woman* &c," Irr 
fine, he ch&Rged the rings over and aver 
again^ but atliaft the brid«g^Qom kept the 
goldoite, aad the bride thelother^ 

The &nie exchanges^ were madie by the 
i^nfors after the prseft had done; The 
gariands of the bride and brid£g^tx>n^ were 
taken off by the man and woman whole 
turn it was to officiate that dayr they then 
held them two or three inches over their 
^eads: tiiey then turned themifelves; hand. 
in hand thrice round fucceflively, and, st 
.the fame time, the relations, friends,, amf 
•acquaintance, kicked and bufietted them, 
without mercy, according to a wbimfical. * 
euftom of their country, which I can- 
«ot. account for. The prkft then cut 
fbme bfeodihtD:feveral little pieces, which, 
be put into a porringer of wine ; when^ he 
had done &i^ he firft. talbed it himfelf» and< 
fhea adminiftered a fpoonfui fo the bride- 
tf^room, and.aoodier to the bride: the %on^ 

fors 
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fbr% and othef aflfiftants liad their proper 
portioa likcwifc^ and fe the ceremony 
ended. 

As their n^qptialy weit folemnizcd m the 
evenmgi thereiias aa mafs celebrated. 

I sHAtfe now give th€ reader fdme pre* 
Kminary marriage ceremonies of the Greeks 
at Athens, extrafted from Spon. Their 
yoiing Tirgih& never quit their houfcs be- 
fore their t«edding-day, and their g^lautS: 
make love by proxy, era third perfon, that 
has free aceefe to them, or is feme relation: 
or other, in whofc fidelity and friendship 
they caa beft corifkte r fo that they don't 
«ven fee the bride till the^y appointed for 
the cekbratioft of their nuptials* 

On that day they hand the bride about 
m publk a long time; they do not, hl- 
dced, march far, but then they proceed'^ 
in a very flow and folcmn pace. The pro- 
ceflion between the church and the bride- 
groomfs hbufc lalls at leaft two' hours, and 
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is ..preceded by a feleA band of hautboys^ 
tabors, and other ;*mufical inftruments.. 
During this ceremony and the proccffion, 
the young virgins carry a large crown on 
their heads : this crown, which is compofed 
of filigreen work, and adorned with coftly. 
pearls, is fuch an incumbrance and a 
trouble, that they are obliged to walk as 
upright as an arrow. 

. If they were not painted^ or rather be- 
dawbed in the mofl: ridiculous manner 
imaginable, this pub^c wedding would be 
looked upon with contempt ^ and this day 
may as well derive its name from paint 
ther^,. as with us in France from the la- 
dies head-drejQTes. Ricaut fays, and hi$. 
account feems to compleat the foregoingi^ 
that the bride is condudled into the bridal 
chamber by her relations ^ that {he there 
fits amongft.her female friends and rela- 
tions, having her face covered over widi 
a veiL The bridegroom enters, and with 
a trembling, hand lifts up her veil and iidLr 
lutes her :. the reader may perhaps take this 

trembling 
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trembling for in eflential p^t of the mar- 
fiage teremony, or the efFeft of balhfulnefs 
in the lover r but this would be a griwit 
>jniftake: our Grecian lover's only appre- 
henfion is, left, iniUad of a beauty he fhpuld 
embrace a monfter : but, be that.as it wiH> 
ftie's the wife and hc^ the huftand^ ■ 

The frequent divorces granted by the 
Greek church fhould be, in a great mea- 
fure, if not altdgether^ afcribcd to thefe 
idle and extravagant cuftoms. A legal 
ieparation may, we are .told, be pnxnirtid 
with the greateft eafe imaginable. The 
patriarch makes no fcruple oi difannuUing 
a marriage, and' g^hting' his., di^nfatioa 
for a fecond, npon reGeiving a fmall 'grati- 
fication. 

The polygamy allowed of amongft the 
Turks, is proJwbitjed by the Greek church, 
as contrary to the laws of GhriftlaftityT. bijrt 
this facility of procuring divorces, in fome 
xneafure ccanpenfates for that rcftraioti 
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It ieems .c;Ktrtordinary:that tfaei^eeh? 
who, live unoiigQ: the Mahometans, by 
whofe reUgiott a piucality of wives is $> 
openly encouragedandcoumenanced^ouM 
be abk. tor reiift fb aUuring an example. 
I Wc who have the happintfe to Kvc remote 
from the contagion, arc convinced both by 
the light of nature and the laws of chri- 
ftianity, which arc equally attended to by 
the Greeks^ that a thouiand inconv^enteo- 
cics, and the ruin of wboie famiUes, would 
. be the fure confequcDices o£ tofemtifig. pQ- 
■ tygsimf : we hav^ recourfe* therefore^ &r 
reKef,. to a fort of temporary polygamy, 
, which lafta but a few hours ^ this com&urt 
we are fure of fiacfing ia thofe bfiGpitaU 
whisbam deviooed xa occafjon jil warriagea. 

Husbands and wives in France have 
ilich an averfion to rcftraint, that mutual 
afti of infidelity are frequency authorized 
by mutual conlent* 

RtCAUT mentions another cuftom of lb 
fingular a nature^ that it well deicrves a 

place 



place here. *Tis ufual amongft the Greeks 
to rock the new-married couple to fleepy 
and tie them together with a garter; TOe 
intercouife between the two fexes is, in 
fome parts of Greece, fo fre© and unre- 
ftrained, that nothing is more commoa 
than ^(Hgtiations, intrigues, and tmlawfui 
enjoyments. The nK>thers, to revenge 
their daughter! - lo& of honour, pui^ilh 
the ofFenders^^ias we are iiifbrmed, nitb 
Tewing up their <»d-|»ccei the perfoa 
ihM ftigmati^ed, in order ta be cnabted 
tQglve llmire ^ftimcmies of his xtumhood 
€0 any other lady, mull make amnenKHt. 
t^ Che i»}ured matron, bf ^hnbg her ^a; 
pttfent (^ b(Hi(idemble VfkuCr to te ido*^ 
Jttered from th« ckiPm. 
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• G H A R XXVI. 

Marriagr ceremonies in England^ 

/np\HE firft thing ta betaken notice lif 
JL with regard to the mairiages of t^ 
£figli{h is, that in the churcli ofEng^and^ 
the bans of all that are to'be mamcd muft 
.fa& publifhed in the chqrch^^hree ^eral 
rSundays and holidays^ in the Mne of ^viok 
iecvkie^ immediately befpre the&ntences 
far theofimory. The form^c€ alking is: 
too well known to jrequire being fecdo«n. 
If the perfons who are to be married, dwell 
in different parifhes,. the bans muftr be pub-*- • 
liflied in both parilhes, and the curate of 
the one parilh {hall not folemnize matri- 
mony without a certificate of the bans be- 
ing thrice alkcd from the curate of the-* 
other parilh. ... y - ^- • 

Ax 
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At the day and time appointed for. the 
celebration of matrimony, the perfons ta 
be malTied (hall come into.the body of tb(? 
church with their friends atid neighbours, 
and there ftanding together, the man on 
the right fide and .the wQman on the left, 
the pri^ft reads an exhorfation on fhe du^ty, 
condition^ andchaftity of amarriage-ftate^ 
then another particularly addrefled to tlief 
perfons who are to be. married. At which 
day o^marriage^ if any man do alledgc pr 
declare, any impedin^nt why they may not; 
be united in matrimony by God*s law^ or 
the laws of this realm, and will be bound, 
and fufficient fureties with him to the par- 
ties, or elfe put in a caution' (to the full 
value of fuch charges, as the perfons tq be 
married do thereby maintain) to prove his 
allegation -, *then the fokmnization miift 
be deferred till fuch time as the truth be 
tried — if no impediment be objefted, then 
the curate aflcs their reciprocal confent j 
which being given, they plight their troth 
to each ocher^ which too often proves, iJf 

'J 
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^e fcqucl, to be barriy z cerimoai4 troth, 
taking each other alternately by the right 
hand, andfaying, IN ukcAtt N tofoe n^ 
wedded wife(or liu(fband)tohaTeflDdtohokl 
irom this day fbrwaixlfcv better for worfe, 
for richer for poorer, in licknds and in 
hei^h, to k>ve and tocheri^ <the w^e fays 
to lor^j to cherifli and to €)bey, uA death 
liis do part, according to God*t hcdy ordt* 
fiance ; and th«*eto I pli^t thee my trotk. 
Thefc mutual contrafts arc eflcntidly ne- 
ccflary to prcferve the honour, andfecure 
the fafety of mankind. Yet it muft be ac- 
knowledged, that this is the moft difficult 
J>mmifc to be complied with of aH the 
TOWS and promifes made in the fight of 
God and the prcfence of men j and this is 
owing to the variety of bad confequcnccs 
whidi attend it; it would be too tedious to 
enimierate particulars. 

1 5HALJ. therpfpre content myfelf with 
inaking this general obfervatlon^ that thQ 
inoftroppofite evils are often found united 

in 
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in this ftate, vicious difpdfitiorts are aiWiyft' 
trotiblefomev in marriage they are produK- ' 
tire of tfce greatefttorwiefrt -aftd mtfe!^.* 
Virtue itfelf, fo amiabteift crery oilier fcif-' 
cufnftance, is often iteftruftivc to the repofe 
of a married pair. What cahj'fof inftaiice; he' 
more provoking, than a huft>and or a wife, 
-i^ho-trBl be at thdirpray^, whe* the one' 
(hould be employied abont. his bufineA 
abroad, and the other Ihould ftay at home 
arid keepthefamily in order ?Not tomeaficin " 
other more fecret diftpj^lnrtmen ts, oeeafion- 
cd by overftrained devotion lii either party*; 

Mr/Dryden remarks jiiftly of -wanton . 
wives, that they are often more etgiblc 
than virtupus women. . 

— .-^ In unchaft wives 

There's yet a kind of recompehfihg escft, ' 
Vice keeps ticm humble, gives ^m icarc 
topieafe. 

untk 
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^ich regard co prudes^ he pbieives^ That 
a virtuous woman's but a curfed wife. Do- 
meltic w^s are but top common ; how- 
ever, they are fucceeded by truces and 'ge<- 
neral amniftties ;; and thus .the propagation 
of the ^ec ie s >is kept up. . . 

. , ■ , . » .. - . . ^ 

. A]^t:b]l ^having thw:)nutually plighted 
their faidi, they again Ipofe their hands» and^ 
and the man gives a ring to the woman, 
laying the fame upon the book of Com* 
monrPrayer, with the accufto^ned dues to . 
the.prieftandderk. j. 

The prieft then taking the ring, delivers 
it to the man, to put it upon tKe fourth 
finger of the woman's left-hand, and the 
man uught by the pricft fays. With this 
ring I thee wed, with my body I thee wor- 
Jhip, &c. Both kneel down, the minifter 
fays a prayer, joinis their right-handi to- 
gether, and adds a benediflio'n — Then 
going to the Lord's table fays, or' firtgs a 
pfaU^™ which being ended, the man and 

the 
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'the woman kneeling before the Lard*s 
-table, the prieft Handing at the table, £iys 
a litany, followed by fome prayers ; which 
being faid, he concludes with an ihftruc- 
tion concerning the duties of maH and 
wife. 

The rubrick a^ds, that it is pfopfer the 
new-married perfons fliould receive the fa- 
xrament at the time of tlieir marriage, or 
at the firft opportunity that offers after it. 
In the ^antient liturgy of England, the 
hufband having faid. With this ring 1 tliee 
wed, added, this gold and filver I thee 
give. The fucceeding colled bore fome 
allufion to that ceremony ! the pricft more- 
over, in uttering the nuptial benediftion^ 
made the fign of the crofs on the married 
couple. Thefe ceremonies afe no longer 
obferved. 

With regard to clandeftine marriages, 

die author of a work, entitled. Memoirs et 

Obfervations, remarks, that a boy of fbur- 

I teen, 
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teen, and a girl may marry without the 
confent of parents or guardians, without 
any poQibility of diflblving fuch mar- 
riages, though one Ihould be vL cobler's 
fon, and the other a duke*s daughter. 
But, it feems ftill more ftfange, that thefe' 
children (hould not only have it in their 
power to difpofe of thcmfelves in this man- 
ner, but that they may do it with all pof- 
fible eafe and fecrefy. 

If it was requifite, for the validity of 
a match, tliat the bails (hould be openly 
pubTithed three times before a full congre- 
gation, the thing would be public, and 
' means might be found to diffuade a young 
iVoman from an unfuitable marriage — ' 
but marriages are rontraftcd -with fuch 
p ivacy, that a young woman, who has al- i 
ways pafled for a virgin, is often taken 
with labour pains, and delivered of a child 
before any thing is known of the Father 
-— The law indeed exafts a publication of 
bans ; butcuftom, and a difpenfing power, 
has made it of no "ufc : afidng in the 

church 
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church is feldom praftifednow-a-days ; and, 
fince any man may tranfaft fuch an affair in 
private for a couple of crowns, few, if any^ 
care to have it made public ; and, ' as 
clergymen find their account in this prac-i 
tice, they do their utmoft to countenance: 
it. A difpenfation is purchafed ; the cou- 
ple is married in aclofet or a tavern, whilft 
two friends affift as witneffes ; and thus the 
indiffoluble knot is tied. 

It were well, if difpenfations were al- 
ways nieeeflary. There are certain privi-r 
leged places -, go to fuch a 'place with the 
two fiift perfons you meet, though meer 
beggars, the prieft will marry the couple fo 
effeftually, that neither king nor parliar 
ment can diffjlve the match. Half a 
guinea does the bufinefs, often lefs; the 
confequence of this is, that footmen marry 
young ladies ; noblemen pyfter-wenches. 
The marriage, if made public, proves un-r 
happy ; if concealed, and deftitute of proof, 
polygamy becomes eafy and common. . 

I 2 \^K>301 
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MAifY entertaining particulars, cond- . 
Jiues the fame author, might be related con- 
cerning weddings : but there would be no 
end, as cuiloms vary in difierent countries, 
and according to the rank and quality of 
die contra&ing parties. We (hall confine 
ourfelves to what is pra&tfed on tl^fe occa- 
fions in and about London. Perfons d£ 
condition, and their eitample is herein fol- 
lowed by many others, are married late ia 
the evening, at their own houfes, or in 
the country, (it is unnecef&ry to eni»nerate 
the ufnal diverfions in eattng and drink- 
ing, making merry, (kiging, dancing, gam- 
ing -, wedding favours are diftributed to 
thofe who are invited, and very frequendy 
to fome hundreds who were not prefent at 
the marriage ; they are wore pinn'd on the 
fleeve^ breaft, or hat-— when thofe of a 
middling fortune and ftate of life are wil- 
ling to be married in public (which happens ; 
but rarely) they invite their friends and re- 
lations ; all have new clothes, more rich 
and elegant than ufual ; it is looked upoii 
as highly indecent to go to a wedding with-* 

» out 
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out a new drefs. The gentlemen conduft' 
the ladies to their coaches, and go to church 
with a great retimic to be married at 
noon-day. Diverfions follow, fometimes 
in public, generally all is done m private r 
the bridegroom.and bride, led by their pa^ 
rents, or their reprefentatives, and attended 
by two bridemen, and two bride-maids, go 
early with.adifpenfation In their pockets to* 
the parfon and his clerk. . The ceremony 
over, each goes a different way. They af- 
terwards meet at a tavern,, or a friend's 
houfe — then go the appointed places feaft 
well, then come home without making any 
fbew — If this comes to the knowledge of 
fidlers,. they come by day-break, and make 
a hurly-burly -— for this they are ufually 
paid. A glafs goes round before they go 
to bed, and, when the hour is come, the 
bridemen takeoff the brid^*sgarters,which 
Ihe had before untied for that purpofe, and 
put them to their hats. The bride-maids 
lead the bride to the bed-chamber, undrefs 
her, and put her to bed. She mull lofe; or 
throw away all her pins j v^oe to her if fhe 

faves. 
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feves one. The bridemaids likewife miift 
not keep any of them under pain of not be- 
ing married till the Eafter following at 
fobneft. The ftie -friends and - relations 
conduft the bride to bed, and the men 
^accompany the bridegroom to the fame 
place. 

• The men take the bride's (lockings, and 
tlie women thofe 6i' the bridegroom ; they 
tht h feat themfelves at tlie bed's-feet, and 
throw the ftockings over their headsy and 
whenever anyone hitS|fhe owner of them, 
it is looked upon as an omen that that- per- 
ion will be iliarried in a ftiort time ; a and, 
though • this ceremony is looked upon as 
'meer play andfoolery, new marriages are 
"often occafioned by fuch accidents. Mean 
while the pdflet is got ready, and given to 
the married couple •, when they awake in 
the morning, a fack-poflet is given to 
'them 5 the reafori of this is obvious. 

There are many other cuftoms, which 
tnight pleafc the reader by their comical fin- 

gularity^ 
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gularity, thefe are fuch as^ have not been 
approyed by the church or the gover- 
nors of it, or prefcribed by ecclef^ftical 
laws or formalities. 

Not to extend this article beyond its 
due length, we ihall rnendon only two of 
the moft reniarkable. The iirfl: is called 
the breeding woman's oath. This cuftom 
is unknown to other countries, and in itfelf 
fantaftical, or rather unjuil.-, and it would 
be highly injunous to .t^^e lawi of England, 
to form an eflimate of tliL^lr equity from 
that practice. Suppofe a girl, that is nei- 
ther wife nor virgin j which is- often the 
cafe, Ihould happen to be withchild^ 'fhe 
is either ignorant of the father, or pretends 
to be fo, with a view of avoiding -the ex- 
pence of maintaining it when bornv flie 
therefore has recourfe to the expedient of 
fathering it upon fome ricK man. She is 
faid generally to make choice of fome fub- 
ftantial citizen, of whom (he has no know- 
ledge, and perhaps has never fo much as 
fcen him. She then fummonfes the pre- 
I 4 tended 
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tended father to appear before a jiiftice of' 
peace, ia whefe prefence fhe makes affida* 
vit, that flie owas and declares that fucb 
a one, whom ihe has fummoned to appear^ 
is the father of the child in her womb. 

It is the part of the cafmft to decide 
how far the equivocal expreflions and re- 
ftriftions of that oath may excufe her fron> 
perjury. However, the man thus marked 
out, and fworn, is obliged to pay an arbi^- 
trary fine, and to fix a fumof money for the 
mi^intenaoce of the qhild.. 

Another, gre^ abuf^^ is,,that womei^ 

condemned to death, feldom fail.to plead 

their belly, in order to defer their execu-^ 

tion till they are bropght to- bed. The)} 

are examiaed by a jury of matrons, who 

often, either for mon^y, or through com- 

paflion, declare them, to be quick with 

child. Thi$ alfo often^ happens to be the cafej 

for, though they fhould not be with child 

when imprifoned, there are, in every pri- 

fon, lufly young fellows, whoie bufinefft.itt 

is to help ladies to a pregnancy. 

Th^he 



There is another cuftom in England^ 
which is very extraordinary \ a wom.an car- 
ries fomething in the Ihape of a man, 
crowned with a huge pair of horns, a drum 
goes before, and a vaft crowd follows,, 
making a ftrange mufic with tongs, grid- 
irons and ketdes. This burlefque cere- 
mony was the invention of a woman, who 
thereby vindicated the character of a neigh- 
bour of her*s, who had ftoudy beaten her 
hufband for being fo faucy as to accufe his 
wife of being unfaithful to' his bed. The 
figure with horns requires no explanation, 
it is obvious to every body,' that it repre- 
fents the hulband. 

When the reformation took place in 
England, the parliament was for a time for 
celibacy.', but, after mature deliberation, 
on this fubjed, priefts were allowed to 
marry, and the laws againft their marrying 
were repealed. This decifion was made 
on account of their incontinency, which / 
had led them into great enormities. All 
Europe, and the court of Rome itfelf, 
1 5 x:auld 
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^' could not deny, that innumerable difofders 
Had been occafioned by the celibacy of the 
clergy, and, not to repeat here what hifto- 
rians, and even doftors of the dhurch, have 
fiid upon the fubjedt, the poetical works 
of Mantuan, Sannazarius and Buchanan 
abound with undeniable proofs of it. 
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C H A P. XXVI. 

Of the marriage ceremonies of the Ma- 
hometans. . 

Polygamy is univerfally allowed among 
the Mahometans-, and, i: is worthy of 
obfervation, tb^t thofe countries, in which it 
is allowed, ai^ always Icfs peopled than 
.thofe in which men are confined to one 
wife. The marriage-ceremony is held in 
high efteem by the Mahometans, yet the 
priefts are not employed in the celebration 
-of it, nor is it looked upon by them as an 
aft of religion, as by the Jews and us •, and, 
as it was in ancient days by die Greeks 
and Romans. The cadi, or* civil judge, 
gives a fanftion to it as to an aft pure- 
ly relative to fociety, which is not 
looked upon as valid without his prefence. 
The hufband declares, that he has entered 
into an engagement to marry fuch a wo- 
I 6 - man. 
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man, to give her fudl a. dowry* which (he 

has a right to diipofe of at pWafure in caie 
oTa divorce. The woman's &ther, or fome 
of her relations, aflKt at. this acknowledg- 
ment ; but (he herfelf is not prefent. When 
this is over^ the hu(ba!nd> takes poi!eIfi.<to 
of his wife, who is brought to him under a 
canopy, veiled with a retinue of friends, 
relations, flaves, and muficians^ 

. We are infomied by Ricaut, that when 
'women are not deprived of the right 
which they claims and which is their due 
by law ; namely, of being adnwtted once a 
week to their hufband's bed, they do not 
entertain the leaft jealoufy of concubines: 
on failure of this, they may exadl it on the 
Thurfday night of the following week*; 
they may even ftie their hufbands at law if 
juftice is not done them. Thofe that are 
too bafhful to have recourfe to this public 
method, make ufe of other eiepedients to 
.make up for their lofe.. 



Char DIN having mentioned the age 4t^ 
which boys and girls are fet free from tu^ 
ition in Perfia, tells us, that the judge a(ks 
die boy. Whether the devil hasjinnped up- 
on his body? To which he arifwers, more 
than once. This filly cufhom is the foun-^ 
dation of an extravagant opinion embraced 
byfome; namely, that the devil, in the 
Ihape of a ferpent, excited in our firft pa^ 
rents, that concupifcence, which they pre- 
tend to have been the caufe of their fin. It 
is- aflerted By many travellers, that the 
Turks have a kind of half-marriage, called 
Cabin, which confifts in taking a wife for a. 
time limited. This agreement is made^ 
before the judge, who. writes it down, the 
contrafbijig parties betngpreftnt-, when the 
time is clapfed, [the ftipulated lum of mOr 
ney is paid to the woman. Such mar- 
riages were cuftomary among the Romans, 
as they flill. are in China and both Indies. 
The Chriftians have been often reproached 
with them by the Turks, and not without 
xsafpn. It muil be acknowledged, , that 

thisT 
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this abufe is but too commpA both among 
Qatholics and Proteftants. 

RiCAULT makes mention of a ftiocking 
abomination which prevails amongft the 
Mahometans; namely, the privilege. which 
eunuchs have of marrying and keeping fe- 
veral women. The fame abufe was tole- 
rated amongft the old Romans, as Juve- 
nal afligns the marrying of euouchs to be 
one of the caufes that excited his indigna- 
tion, ahd fpurred him on to write fatires. 

Cum tener uxor em ducit fpado. Sat. ii. 

The Mahometans are allowed to make 
ufeof their female flavesj and here we muft 
take notice, that it is lawful for Mufllilmen 
to marry women of any religion ; the dog- 
ma's of which are written •, and, fecondly, 
that all the children, whether by wives, or 
flaves, equally inherit their father's fub- 
ftance, if the father has cieclared them 
free, either by will, or otherwife : when he 
jnegleftsthis, the children of a flave ftill 

remain 
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fcmarn (laves to the eldcft fon of the fa- 
mily. 

Thevenot informs us,- that the Turks 
never marry their relations, unlefs they are 
more diftant than eight generations. The 
fame traveller, and many others witnefsy 
that the Mahometan women ftudy to im- 
prove their beauty by all the arts praftifed 
by our European ladies, fuch as falfe hair, 
paint, rich clothes, &c. and that to fuch 
cxcefs, that it often proves the ruin of their 
families. The above-mentioned liberty to 
fuc for the marriage duty, the dowry ftr- 
pulated to be given to wives after a di- 
vorce, feem fomewhat inconfiftent with 
the retired lives women lead, and with 
the general opinion of the Mahometans, 
that women are but half rational, and 
made for the ufe of man as a horfe -, but, 
in moft countries and religions, the law is 
widely differert from the praftice. 

Thb 
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Thx Alchoran is very fcvcrc with re»^ 
gard to adultery, and orders, that a hui^ 
band, who accufes his wife of that crime, 
(hall be baftinadoed, in cafe he cannot make 
good his charge. When there are no 
proofs nor witnefles, as we are informed 
by travellers, the hufband fwearsfive times, 
that what he alleciges is true, and concludes 
his oaths with a curfe, wifliing that he may 
be curfed by God and men if he lies ; 
whereas the woman is believed if (he 
fwears as many times, and finifties her laft 
oath with a prayer to God, to deftroy her 
if her hufband fpeaks truth. There are 
many Chriftians who, will,, no doubt, 
look upon this as a very..extraordinary prir 
vilege. The. hufband, however,, has her 
life in his power, in cafe the adultery is 
fully proved j and, If he be of a vindiftive 
temper, he caufes her to be put into a fack 
withfome ftoncs and drowned* 

This is Tournefort's account : he adds, , 
however, that they are fo cautious in their 
amours, that few die in the water ; and, if' 

the: 
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the hulband fpares theirjlives, they are hap- 
pier than before, becaufe they are obliged 
to marry their gallant, who, if a Ghriftijp^ 
mull embrace Mahometifm, or die. 

The adtifterer is frequently condemned 
to ride on an afs with his face towards the 
tail, which he holds as a bridlfe. He has a 
crown of tripe and' guts, and' a neckcloth. 
of the fame, and at lait is bafttnadoed up« 
Qn the reins and the foles of his feet. 

A1.L travellers take notice of the jealbus 
care with vhich women are kept by eu* 
nuchs, who, though incapable of pleafing 
them,^ are fcarce permitted to look at their 
prlfoners, and our readers may confult 
Tournefort, to fee the precautions and for- 
malities made ufe of in bringing a phyfi> 
oian to them when they are-fick. 

The circumllances which Ricault has 
related concerning the marriage of a prin^* 
cefs of the Ottoman empire deferve our pe- 
culiar attention. The jealoufy which* the 

t^pwec: 
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power of the grandees raifes in the empe- 
ror, generally gives occafion to this pre- 
tended honour, which is often the fore- 
runner of their ruin. 

RiCAULT gives us the following account 
of thefe marriages : when the grand fig- 
nior is appr(?hen{ive of the infiuence of a 
balhaw, he gives him one of his fiflers, or 
relations in marriage, under pretence of 
doing h'm the higheft Jionour j but this, 
inftead of making him greater, renders 
him the mod abjeft flave to the pride and 
tyranny of a woman who treats him like a 
footman ; yet he dares not decline, or feem 
to fet a fmall value upon this token of his 
matter's favour, he muft devote himfelf in- 
tirely to, his fpoufe, and renounce all other 
wives and flaves, who might draw off any 
part of his love : if he has already an en- 
gaging wife and children, who engrofs his 
whole affedlion, he is obliged to turn them 
out of doors, and every other perfon who 
might give umbrage to this fultana, yet 
unknown to him. If flie ftiould, before 

the 
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the wedding, require of him money, jew^- 
els, or rich furs, he muft fend them to her 
with an appearance of fatisfaftion. This 



h called Aghirlic 



• He is moreover obliged to fettle upon 
Ker whatever dowry the match-makers 
think fit to appoint. This dowry, or cabin, 
being ftipulated before a judge, he is con- 
ducted by a black eunuch to the fultana's 
chamber. In order to return her thanks- 
When he enters the room, fhe draws her 
dagger, and afks him ha?*ightiiy, who made 
him fo bold as to approach her : he an- 
fwer^ with the utmoft- refpeft, and fliews 
her the emery padfchah, or the grand fig- 
nior's order for the marriage : (he then 
arifing, receives him mildly, and allows 
him^ to converfe with he^ more familiarly : 
then' a eunuch taking his flippers, fets 
them at the door, as a token of his having 
been kindly received. A few minutes af^ 
ter, the bafnaw bows down to the ground, 
and retiring backwards, makes a fpeech to 
tcftify how happy he thinks himfelf for the 
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honour flie intends to do him. After thi$^ 
hettan 's Tilentinan humble pofture,. with. 
his h .nds acrofs his breaft, till fhc orders 
him to oring her fome water. He obey^ 
without delay, and kneeling prefents her a 
water-cup prepared for that ceremony i 
flie lifts up a. red veil embroidered with 
gold and filver flowers, which covered her 
face, and drinks : her women then bring in. 
a low table, on which, are fet two roofted- 
pigeons, and fome candid fugar on a plate. 
The gallant defires her to eat, which flic 
declines doing till- (he has received iofnt 
rich prcfent from him. This appeafes her 
anger, and overcomes her modefly; fhe fit» 
down to the table, and condeicedds to re* 
ceive from his hand the leg of a pigeon^ 
and having eat forae> puts intohis mouth 
a piece of fugar, then rifes and goes back 
to her place. All prefent r.etire, and leave 
the new-macried couple alone for the fpacc 
of an hour, that they may converfe freely 
with each other. Then the bridegroom's 
friends come with inftmments of mufic 
gl^y'ing J they invite him to come to the 

antir- 
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anti-chamber, where he fpends the night 
with thena in drinking and diverfion: the 
feltana does the feme in her room with her 
kdies. At laft, the princefs being tired, 
goes at break of day to lie down in a bed 
cxquifitely rich, well perfumed, and in 
every relpc6t fitfor the ceremony. 

A eunucTi advertifes her hufband by a 
fign, and introduces him without noife into 
the bedchamber. He takes oflT his upper 
'garments, kneels for fome time at the feet 
of tl;^ bed, then growing bolder, raifes the 
covering foftly, foftly touches and kifles 
the feet of the princefs, and Aides into her 
arms ; flie receives him with tranfport, and 
wifhes that God may grant them an happy 
oflfspring. 

In the morning his friends return, in 
order to accompany him to the bath,** and 
iiis wife makes him a prefent of the linen 
requifite in that place. The fultana conti- 
Aves to appear referved in public, and 

takes 
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takes care to fhew her fuperiority ; but 
within doors they live more fatniiiarly. 
She wears a changiar, or dagger by her 
fide, and exaflsfo many prcfentsfrom hef 
hufband, that his coffers are cxhaufted 
fooner or later. 

We come now to the divorces, by 
which the marriages of the Mahometans 
are fo often diflblved. Mahomet, in order 
to prevent his followers from putting their 
wives away too often, exprefly forbids the 
taking of them again after a third jcpii* 
diation, unlcfs they have been married and 
repudiated by another man.: this has pro- 
duced the defired effeft : very few Maho- 
metans are divorced from their wives, and 
the number of thofe that take them again 
is ftill lefs, on account of the fhame which 
. is theconfcquence of it; becaufc flie has 
either had another huftand, or, as Ricault 
fays, flie muft by the law be enjoyed by 
another man in the prefence of her iiuf- 
band before he can take her again •, and. 
che refult of this trial often is, that the wo- 
men 
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men do not care to return to their firft huf- 
bands. However, this is not required till 
after the third divorce, called ouch-talac ; 
which Befpier explains three, or the third" 
reparation •, of which the Turks have three 
different forts made before the cadi, and 
regiftered by him. 

Bv theiirft, the hufband and wife arc 
parted from bed and board, fhc receiving 
from him a maintenance. The fecond is 
a total reparation of body and goods •, the 
hufband is, however, obliged to give her 
the ftipulated dowry, after which fhe lofes 
all claim to his perfon and goods ; and, 
when three lunar months are expired, (he 
is at liberty to marry another. This re- 
gulation v/as made to prevent a woman's 
marrying a fecond hufband when with 
child J and, when this happens to be the 
cafe, fhe has a right to continue in her 
hiifband's houfe, and be maintained at his 
ijxpence till delivered. 

The 
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The ouch-talac, which is the moft i'o' 
3cmn kind of divorce, is not in ufe among 
the Perfians. The women do not enjoy 
the fame privilege of parting from their, 
hufbands, except when they are not fup- 
plied even with necelTaries (as rice, coffee^, 
wood, money to go to the bagnio, flax to 
fpin their clothes •,) or elfe in the cafe of 
Aon-peiformance of the conjugal duty^ 
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c H A P. xxvm. 

Mirriagi Ccrmme^tf tie HoUefUotiy 

THE djcrcriptian of an Hotten^c 
making loye» will, no doubt, be 
liighly entertainiAg to the reader^ the 
<:eremony and feaft at an Hottentot wedr 
ding will furely be thought curious : Cru« 
elqr, \Hhich H^the chara£t?riilic of this peo- 
ple, has nothing todo here % but nailine6> 
will be very confptcuous, and with that the 
feader muft be content to bear. If a bate- 
cfaelor, or widower, is dij^fed to marry^ 
^t does not b^pufi by difclofiag his pajf* 
iion to the maid or widow that has won 
fcis heart. His firft bxifincfe is )tt> difcovcr 
Che matter to his father, if he be living, 
and get his approbation : i^iii^ father con- 
fents, he goes along with him to the houfe 
of the woman's father, in order to demand 
K her 
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her in marriage for his fon. When the 
.lover and his father wait oa the friends of 
the woman, it is the bufineis of the lover t-o 
prepare and prefent dacha, or tobacco, to 
the company. They* all fmoak, and the 
converfation turns upon indiflfercnt mat- 
ters; the vifiters feeming to have forgot 
the bufinefs they come about, and none 
ilfe giving any attention to it, titt Kh 
heads of all prefent are intoxicated with 
fnfioaking. Then the father of the lover 
addreffing himfelf to the father of the wo-' 
'man, opens the bufinefs he comes on, and 
demands the woman as a match for hid 
fon. The father of the woman generally 
goes out to iconfult his wife upon thit over- 
ture, and quickly returns wkh a final an^ 
^cr which is feldom in the negative, 
unlefs the young woman be already 
contrafted to another. When this hap- 
pens to be the cafe, marriage is deferred 
only till the young fellow Ihe is contra&cd 
to is made a man. 

The 
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Thr father and fon^ depart direftly up* 
on receiviiTg a denial, and the ratter is iii* 
tirelf dropped. The lover mn looks ouf: 
fofart^W choice-, and, if his father is no{ 
living, he muft have the approbation of 
the next in authority of his relations, who, 
in fuchtafey does all ithatihas been faid of 
the father; attd^ if the father of the wch 
mart be deadi the next in authority of her 
kindred h^ the difpofal of her. If the, fot 
ther of the wbman conients, Ihc is next 
rqrifulted herfelf. ^- If ^flie dots jkot like the 
match, ihe has* bii^ One'chiftce -tO' efcape it^ 
which,' in fitch' cafe, (he generally takes. 
She muft lie down with her lover on the 
ground, and play with him a whole nighty 
u'rilels die garrte iS. fopnerup^ at pinching, 
t?cklin^V'^clapi— i-— V if fhegits the 
6etterbf her lover, at 'this fport, Ihe b 
fairly rid of him, and he muft drop all 
thoughts of her : but, fhe muft many 
the'^'fhah, willing,'' or- unwilling, if fub- 
4iT'^cl''''by him^ as it ■ generally happens. 

^hVrport tiirning but j if thC' match is put; 

'tipoh this iflue, • in 6ivour ;;of the lovers; 
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and the lover being made a man, he loies 
no time ; but, chufing two or three fat 
4>xen from his own herd, if he has one, or 
his father's, according to the wealth and 
figure of the family, he drives them to the 
houfe from whence he is to take his des- 
tined bride. . AU his relations, men and 
^iromen that live noar him, accompany 
iiim, let the abode of his miifarefs be ever 
fcfaroflFi andt arriving before the houfe, 
all the relations of the woman thereabout 
inunediatdly g0emble^ and receive them 
with innumenbte peelings and carefTes. 
The oxen are immediately (lain after the 
Hottentot manner. . 

. Thb whole company, men awd wo- 
men, befmear their bodies within the fat of 
•them, and then powderthemfclvcs all over 
with buchu. I'he. more fatar^d budiu 
they have upon tl leir bodies,^ the finer they 
reckon themfelve.^ s. ., Upon this joyful oc- 
cafton therefore, b^th men and jwpmen 
; bedaub and powd ,er themfelvesvery la- 
viihlyi and the a ^omen, to appear ftUl 

finer. 
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finef and tilore amiable, colour thcit fore- 
heads, cheeks, and chins with a red clialk- 
flx>ne, -eafily found in die fields. This 
ftone, among the Hottentot women, holds 
the place of the paints ?ind patens ufed by 
our own, and is looked upon as a great 
improver of teauty. 

They then proceed to the nupt'al ce^ 
rcmony, which is as follows "t The men 
fqfuat themlelves upon the ground in ar 
circle, in the center of which the bride^ 
groom places herfelf ; then the prieft,, 
who is always that of the Sraal, where thc" 
bride rcfides, enters the circle of the men,, 
and coijfiing up to the bridegroom, piflea 
upon him a little. The bridegroom re- 
ceives the ftream with tranfport, rubbing 
it brifkly all over his body, and makilig. 
with his ibrtg naib, fot thc. Hottentots 
hever cut thcir's) feveratdcep fcratthes irt^ 
His ikin^ that the urine n^y penetrate and^ 
foak thefarther. 
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^ The pricft then goes to the circle 6t 
the women, and coming up to the bride, 
pifTes a little upon her; and Ihe receives 
and rubs the urine upon her body 
with much alacrity as the bridegroom. 
Then goes the pricft again to the bride- 
groom, and having plfled a little more up- 
on him, away he goes again to the bride, 
and again pifles upon her: and lb he goes 
from the one to the other till he his cxt 
haufled upon them his whole ftock of urine^ 
uttering, from time to time, to each, of 
them, the following good wifhes; May 
you live long and happy together-, miy 
you have a fon before the end of r the years 
may this fon live to be a comfort to you 
in your old age ; may this fon prove to be 
a man of courage and a good huntfman. 

This is the whole of the nuptial cer^r 
mony ; which being pver, the; company 
rife, and join in preparing the fe|i(^,: The 
oxen killed upon this occafiQnji.thcy W^ 
Into feveral pieces, and drefs them all at 
OTCC. Some pieces^hjfjr boil, the reft they 

roafL 
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roaft. Their method of boilinig is like that 
of the Europeans : but, their roafting is 
quite another thing, and deferves a cir*, 
cumftantial defcription* i 

A large flat ftone is fattened in the 
ground in the manner of a hearth. On all 
the furface of this ftone, they make a brifk 
fire, and let it bum till fuch time as they 
think the ftone ftifficiently hoi. They 
then remove the fire, and having, urith at 
handful of grafs, wiped the alhes dean off 
from the ftone, they put the meat upon it,: 
which they cover with a flat ftone as large 
asrfiat-it lies on-, th/ey next make afire. 
round about the meat, and another upon, 
the ftone that covers it ; and thus it re- 
mains till it is roafted, and this is not long 
doing, ' as the reader will eafdy imagine, . 
The viftuals being drcfled, the men and 
women feat themielves, the men on one 
circle, the women on the other on the 
ground; and the meat is ferved up to 
them in pots that glifter with greafe: fome 
Garry knives about them, which they have 
K 4 purchased 
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purchafed of. the Europeans, and with 
which they cut their meat. Others, wha 
ard not fo provided, tear the viduafe with^ 
their fingers ; and every one eats with an 
aftonifhing rapacity* They ufe the lap- 
pets of their crofles, or mantles, as plat;es ;. 
^d their fpoons are mother-of-pes^rl, and 
other iea (hells without handles. 

The Hottentot cuftom, which forbids 
tte men to eat in company of the women^ 
i^ for .this time difpenfed with, in favour 
of th^ bridegroom, who fits and eats in 
company of die women, but touches none 
of the viftfiais prepared for them. He 
has a certain portion dreifi^ for himielf 
atone. Dinner being over, the remainder 
Cff the victuals is fct by for a fecond enter- 
tainment to the company : when the 
gix>und they fet on is ckafed of the pots 
and offals, they go to fmoaldng <^ dacha,, 
or tobacco : each dompany has one tobacco- 
pipe : he or Ihe that fills, it lights it, and 
hiving taken two or three whifs, gives it 
t^hisor her neighbour, who, having 
tiHea two or three whifs, give it to. 
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a third, and fo the pipe goes round tifl 
it is out, at which time it is filled again^ 
and given about from hand to hand in the 
fame manner. Great prating is maintained v 
in both companies •, every tongue goesj.^ 
almoft incefiantly ; they fmoak till they^ 
become intoxicated; fome fwallo wing the, 
fmoke, it immediately turns their heads :. 
the more they fmoke,. the more the noife 
increafes. They rave ; fome in ipeeches 
and ftories to others i others in foliloquy*. 
The greateft part of the night is pafled ia 
noify, extravagant prate. Towards the 
morning, the bridegroom flies to the arms 
of his -^bridc for the firft time^ and the 
companies feparate to go to deep. The 
next day, as foon as their heads are tolerably 
fettled, they aflemble, men and women, ia 
feparate companies again. The viftu^la 
they left the day before are again fet be- 
fore them. They cram ravenoufly. What 
they leave is fet by for a meal to the famo 
mouths the next day. They refume the 
fmoaking of dacha, or tobacco ; and pafs 
the tioK) tiU near die next moroing, in the 

faiM 
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This is the life they lead from day tb 
day, without minding any buiinefs, or any 
other pleaftirc, till they have fairly devoaf- 
ed all the viftuals that were dreffcd fcr 
them on the day of marriage. When that 
is done, the nuptial feftivities are at aa' 
end. It is (bmething remarkable, that 
though the Hottentots are great lovers of 
muiic and dancing, they admit of neither 
xh their feftivities. Eating, drinkii^v 
fmoking, and immoderate prating are th& 
fum total of every entertainment, on occa- 
fion of marriajge, throughout all the Hot-, 
tentot nations. Their drink is their ordi- 
nary beveridge, which is water and cow*s- 
inilk» 

The Hottentots allow of polygamy, vp 
to any number of wives, that a man is able 
and willing to maintain. A certain tra- 
veller fays, that this cuftom obtains only 
among the rich Hottentots^ others fay» that 
.: poly- 
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polygamy is often to be met with 
even amongft the poor. However, the 
richeft have feldom more than three wives. 
Marriages between firft and fecond coufms 
arc not allowed by the Hottentots, Thofe 
who tranfgrefs herein, are condemned by 
their laws to be cudgel'd to death. 

With regard to the portions on both 
fides, the Hottentot marriages, the eldeft 
fon inherits ail the eftate, the father di?s 
poflefled of: but, if an eldeft fon marrie? 
while his father is living, he ftands nobettef 
chance for a fortune in hand, than his 
youngei: brothers, who are all in that ar-' 
ticlc at the difcretion of the father, jif they^ 
marry in his liiFe time -, and a father fel- 
dom gives a Ton for his marriage-portion 
above a couple of cows, and a couple of 
flieep, with which he muft fhift in the 
world as well, as he can. , Upon the death 
of the father, the yobnger fons are, for thcir- 
fortunes, at the difcretion of the eldeft, 
who rarely dofes any thing- better for them 
than- what has- been faid of the fetihen The^ 
■•••:-'' daughters 



daughter* have feldortrtny portionat aHv 
if they have, it isrfotT above'a cow and a 
couple of fheep; and thcfe, or the likc> 
muft be returned to the family fti© belongs 
to, in cafe fhe fhould die before ihe 4kis a 
xhild. . - ;' :, . t ....•' 

.* . * ' , . . * 

The men look not for fortunes, or 
great alliances by marriage. Ii> the choice 
of their wives, ;they confider nothing but 
wit, beauty, or agreeablencfs •, fo that it 
. ibhietimes happens, the daughter of a poor 
obfcure fellow, is married to the* captistin of a 
kraal,^ or the chief of a nation. \Adultciry 
is pumfhed with death ambng^jthe Hotii?n- 
tots. Marriage may be diflblved among 
them ! a man may be divorced from his 
wife and a woman from her hufband, upon 
afligning fuch a caufe as may appear fatif-' 
faftory to the men of the kraal wKerd they; 
live ; who, upon fuit to them for relief by; 
divorce, immediately aflemble to hear and 
determine the matter. A man divorced 
£rOm his wife^ is at liberty to.in^ry.^^^i?^ 

when- 



[ ^05 ). 

whenever he pleafes. But, a woman di- 
vorced from hef huAxuid, is not aUowed 
to marry again during bis life. 

A certain traveller tells us, that the 
bride, oii-the nupti^ day ties a gutof aA 
ox or a iheep about' the neck of the 
bridegroom, who is obliged to wear it there 
till it rots off. But this is contradifted by 
others. 

We fhall conclude this account of the 
marriage ceremonies of tie Hottentots, by 
taking notice of one very extraordinary 
cuftom that prevails amongft them ; which 
is, that a widow for every husband fhe mar- 
ries after the firfl^ is obliged to cut off the 
joint of a finger ^beginnj^ng at one of the 
little fingers;: .*'\\refeShijff)bfcrvance of 
fuch a cuftoni' ^xtra^fciid from the Eu- 
ropean ladies, they .would not fail to 
adopt the fentiments of Dido. 
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♦ JHe meoft'prmiisiidntejliijucat amora.-: 
^bjlulit, ilk BAeMjtpmfirvttgvfepidtbrc.: 

Or they might probably liavejecpurfe to* 
ibme other «pcdient.fQr'f^pplyjng the 
•^ant of a fecond,^ mawrage. , ^^|. ,. .. 
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